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motion. At Mulline and a number of
similar places, there was only a Mailcustodian, and he (Mr. Gregory) would
like an assurance that "post office"
should mean any place to which mails
were sent and distributed.

ME. KI TGSMILL (Pilbarra): In-
stances could be given of places which
had no miners' institute, post office, or
any institution of the kind. At one place
in his own constituency they were going
to have a miners' institute, but had to
"1swap " it anay for a lock-up; and there
were many centres of population, certainly
not large centres, but still large enough
to entitle the residents to the same rights
as the other people of the colony, where
there was no building whatever answering
thle description in the motion as amnended..

THE Pxnnmin: There was a post and
telegraph office at every place in the lion.
member's district.

MR. KINGSMILL: That was not so.
At the 40-Mile, where there was a popu-
lation of fully 200 people, there was no
post office, though it was true a mail was
carried there and distributed by some
local storekeeper or butcher.

THE PRENiER: These places were
generally deserted after a post office had
been provided.

ME. KINGSMILL said he had uo
intention of being captious, fractious, or
anything of the sort, but really the statte-
ments of the Premier were derogatory to
his (Mr. Kingsmill's) electorate. Outside
of his own electorate he knew of a place
on the new line to Phillips River, where
a, population of 150 men had no post
office, and would not have for some time
to come. These men ought to have every

oppotunity of getting on the roll, and of
7ding ont whether they had been placed

theme.
THE PREMIER: We were not at

present engaged in passing a law, but in
discussing a motion, in the spirit of which
members should act, and not go into par-
ticulars, as was being done. One of the
reasons lie objected to the motion as
originally proposed was that " public in-
stitutions " was so wide a term, that it
would include a gaol, and his desire had
been to make the proposal more definite.

ME. LOCKE (Sussex) suggested that
copies of the rolls should be handed to
hon. members, who could then distribute

them in outlying districts in their elec
torates.

Amendmnent put and passed, and th
motion as amended agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.
On motion by the PREMIER, the Hions

adjourned at 5-44 o'clock until the nex
evening at 7-30.

AX hgislatibe d Qo until,
Thursday, 71A June, 1900.

Elections for the Counc il. Additional Mtuicipal Irkt
tutions Act, an Amnendmneut - - Agent Sferal
Knightho -Question: Lead Ore, Export, etc.-
Fedorato Enabling Bill. standing Orldersm e
tended, seond reading, in Committee (snu
.nente), third reading chairman of Coololitee
Election-Payer preented- Adjournanent.

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair 'a
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

ELECTIONS FOR THE COUNCIL.
ADDITIONAL.

HON. A. P. MATHESON asked fo
an intimation from the Presideuf as t
what steps were contemplated in regnnr
to electing four additional members t
the Council, the amended Constitutio
Act providing for an increase from 26 t
3O members. Writs would have to b
issued for the vacant seats, and th
electors in his district were anxious t
know when tie writs would be issued.

THE PRESID)ENT: Formal notic
had better be given of a question of thi
kfind, to the leader of the House.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT,
AN AMENDMENT.

HON. R. S. HAYNES, in givin
notice of his intention to introduce a Bi]
to amnend the Municipal Institutions Ac
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1895, pointed out that accrdn to the
Notice Paper, it was the intention of the
Colonial Secretary tomvthsupn
Sion of the Standing Odr eaigt
the passage of public Bills; and as the
amending Bill he desired to introduce
was for the purpose of putting people
on the roll under the present Act, he
desired to know whether, if the Standing
Orders were suspended, he would be at
liberty to move the first reading during
the present sitting.

THE PRESIDENT: That would be
for the Rouse to decide. The lion. mem-
ber could only give fonnal notice now.

AGENT-GENERAL'S KNIGHTHOOD.
THE~ PRESIDENT informed hon.

members that he had reeived the follow-
ing in reply to the congratulatory message
sent to Sir E. HT. Wittencoom on his
receiving the honour of knighthood:
"Congratulations sincerely appreciated.
-WITTENOOM, London."

QUESTION-LEAD ORE, EXPORT, itic.
HON. J. Al. DREW asked the Colonial

Secretary: i. The number of tons of
lead ore exported from Western Australia
during each year from 1873 to 1883.
2, The estimated value of the same.
3, The number of tons of leaA ore
imported into Western Australia during
tte years 1898 and 1899. 4, The esti-
mated value of the Same.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied:-

Year.

1873
1874
1875
1976
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883

Total

964-50
2,143-75
2,289-00
2,191-50
3,95550
3,617-50
2,725-00
1,921-00
1,400-50
1,793-50
1,038-00

Value.

11,586
25,725
27,468
26,298
47,466
43,410
33,300
15,368
11,204
14,348

7,266

24,090-75 ... 263,439

I am able to answer only questions I and
2, but the other information is in course
of preparation, and I will take an oppor-
tunity of communicating it either to the
House or the bon. member.

FEDERATION ENABLING BIL.
Standing Orders suspended by resolu-

tion. to facilitate the stages of the Bill.

SECOND READING.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. G-. Randell), in moving the second
reading, said: Blefore proceeding to deal
very shortly with the clauses of the Bill
which has been introduced to enable the
House to place the question of federation
before the country, I desire to correct an
error into which I fell in the few remarks
I made on the Address-in-reply. I was
then uinder the impression that Mr.
Matheson bad voted against both the
Commonwealth Bills then before the
House being sent to the people; but on
reference to Hansard I find that hon.
member seconded the motion for a refer-
endum on the two Bills, namely the
Commonwealth Bill as agreed on by the
Premiers, and the Bill as recommended
by the Joint Select Committee-and also
voted with mne and two others in favour
of that course being adopted. I am Sorry
I misrepresented the hion. member, and I

Iam sure he is aware I did not do so
designedly, but from a lapse of memory
at the time: I take the first oppor-
tunity to put the matter right. Of
course the hion. member opposed the
sending of the Committee's Bill, after
various manipulations of the question in
this House. I only propose to draw
attention to two or three points in the
Enabling Bill hon. members have in
their hands, the Bill itself requiring no
explaniation from mec. The first -altera-
tion uade is in the preamble, which
provides that the Commonwealth Bill
shiall be sent to the electors with this
proviso: " Subject to the amendments of
the Imperial Parliament." Members are
aware that this Bill is being dealt with
by the Imperial Parliament at the present
time, and as it is certain that some
amendments at any rate will be made in
it, and that those amendmuents will be
accepted by thme colonies interested, we
shall be quite safe in inserting a pro vi-
sion of this kind. The interpretation of
"Constitution" is as follows :-" The
draft of a Federal Constitution for Aus-
tralia set out in the Fifth Schedule
hereto, subject to the amendments of the
Imperial Parliament." " Elector " is
defined as " A person who is qualified

Lead Ore, Fxjtort, etc.
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and entitled to vote for the election of a
member of the Assembly at the time of
the taking of the poll hereinafter men-
tioned, or who is at such tiie'the holder
of a voter's certificate issued under the
provisions of this Act." It is further
provided in the closing sentence of Clause
2 that "this section shall not extend
to or affect the interpretation of any
terms used in the Constitution." I take
it that is a legal provision put in for
the purpose of protecting anything which
may have escaped the notice of the
drafters of the Bill. Members know
that the Bill is to be submitted to the
votes of the electors on the 31st July,
the date having been altered in conse-
quence, I think to some extent, of repre-
sentation from the Premier of Victoria,
Mr. McLean. The third clause also
provides that the roll shall be taken
throughout Western Australia on the
same day, and Western, Australia, is to
be one electorate. " Each voter shall
vote by ballot, ' yes'I or I'no Ion the
question, in accordance with the direction
on the ballot paper in the First Schedule
hereto." It is also provided that no
elector shall vote more than once, not-
withstanding that his name appears upon
more than one electoral roll of the colony.
This is the principle of one man one vote.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: One adult one
vote.

TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
The clause also says: " Any person who
votes or attempts to vote more than once
shall be liable, upon conviction before any
two justices, to a penalty not exceeding
fifty pounds, or to be imprisoned for a
period not exceeding six months.

How. R. S. HAYNEs: The penalty is
not sufficiently high.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think it would deter any man from
attempting to get the advantage of
voting more than once.

A MEmBERR: I do not think he will
get much advantage.

Time COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
my opinion he will not get any advantage.
The penalty for voting or attempting to
vote more than once is, as I say, put
at £250 or six months' imprisonment.
Clause 4 provides that "The returning
officer, in addition to the powers and
duties vested in and imposed upon him
by this Act, shall have such of the powers

and shall perform such of the duties ol
a returning officer appointed under the
Electoral Act, 1899, as are necessary foi
carrying into effect the provisions of thh,
Act." The returning officers are also tc
act as assistant returning officers for the
purposes of this Bill, and, in -addition tc
the powers and duties vested in and
imposed upon them by this Bill, shall
have such of the powers and shall per-
form such of the duties vested in and
imposed upon returning officers under the
said Electoral Act as are necessary fox
carrying into effect the provisions of this
Bill. Clause 6 provides that " the rolls
existing for each electoral district at the
commencement of the Electoral Act,
1899, shall be used for taking the poli
under the provisions of this Act-"
Clause 7 provides that any adult person
of either sex may obtain a voter's cer-
tificate; that ii in addition to the
qualification possessed by any person whc
is on the electoral roll. Such person
"may obtain a voter's certificate onl
making an application therefor, in the
form of the Second Schedule hereto, tc
the registrar or assistant registrar fox
the electoral district." I may mention
that it is intended to appoint a consider.
able number of assistant i-egistrars, ac
that every facility possible will be given
to electors to obtain their certificates and
record their votes, if they are so minded
The clause also says: "Voters' certificateE
issued for each polling place within each
electoral district shall be numbered con-
secutively." Of course members will see
at a glance why that provision is
made. The first intention was to numbei
the cei'tificates Consecutively from head-
quarters, but now each polling place will
have certificates, which will be numbered
consecutively ; so that I think this is
another provision which will prevent
duplicate voting, though, in my opinon.
no one will run the risk of attempting tc
vote twice. If a person does vote twice,
it will be merely through a mistake
resulting from defective information or
some other cause of that description. I
may point out also that these certificates
can be issued up to the 28th July; that
being scarcely two clear days before the
polling takes place. I think that as
liberal provision has been made as it is
possible to make, and I hope that it will
satisfy the voters of the country. Sub-

Second reading.
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clause 4 says: "Any person to whom a
voter's certificate is issued may, on
producing and delivering up the same to
the assistant returning officer or other
presiding officer, vote at the polling place
therein named within the electoral
district"-it is important to understand
this- for which such certificate was
issued, but not elsewhere." An assistant
returning officer may, to prevent per-
sonation or the handing over by one
person of the voter's certificate to
another, if that voter shall be unable to
attend to record his vote, request the
person presenting the certificate to in-
dorse his name on the back of it. The
penalties attaching to such personation
or attempted personation are those which
attach to the commission of wilful and
corrupt perjury, and a person may be
punished accordingly. Clause 8 says:
" Every elector whose name is on a roll
existing for an electoral district at the
commencement of the Electoral Act,
1899, who resides more than thirty miles
from the nearest polling place of the
electoral district for which he desires to
vote, or who, after the issue of the writ
and before the day fixed for taking the
poll, is within any other electoral distirict,
may apply to a resident magistrate or
some other person appointed by the
Governor in that behalf, for leave to vote
in absence."

RON. R. G. Euuogs: The distance is
too far.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
person may apply to the resident magis-
trate or other person appointed to take
his vote as an absent voter, and the
provisions laid down here in the sub-
clause are, I believe, though I have not
compared them, exactly in accord with
the provisions prevailing at the present
time; and although in reading them they
seem to be very considerable, I have
found on the very few occasions on which
I have recorded my vote as an absent
voter that they are very simple indeed
and Occupy no time. Clause 9 provides
that " Everyv assistant returning officer
and every presiding officer shall, for the
purpose of making the return hereinbefore
mentioned, permit ay electors, not being
more than six in number, to be present
when the ballot box is being opened and
the votes are being counted." I think
that will be a sufficient number of electors

to be present to carry confidence to the
outside public. I believe the practice
generally pursued, but perhaps a little
extended in some of the more populous
districts, is to have two scrutineers and
perhaps more, and these are autborised
to attend when the counting of the votes
is taking place. Their presence would
be a sufficient safeguard against any
possible abuse of the privacy of the ballot
box. The last paragraph of the clause
says: " Every return to be made under
this section may be transmitted by
telegraphic message or messages under
the provisions of the Electoral Act, 1899."1
Clause 10 provides that " the total
number of votes given for the accept-
ance of the Constitution, and the total
number of votes given for the rejec-
tion of the Constitution, shall be
indorsed upon the writ by the returning
officer, who shall forthwith return the
writ so indorsed to the Governor. The
result of the 1)011 so indorsed shall he
published in the Government Gazette.
Such publication shall be conclusive
evidence of the result of the poll."
Clause 11 provides that "1Upon the
taking of the poll as aforesaid, the
majority of votes given shall decide the
question of the acceptance or rejection of
the Constitution; and if the Constitution
is thereby rejected, no further action
shall be taken under the provisions of
this Act." That is a very important
clause, and perhaps will not be satis-
factory to all of us, but it has been
decided apparently that the majority
shall settle this question. However, I
may point out that there remains still an

oporuty for the action of Parliament,
bcue the Legislative Assembly and the

Legislative Council separately have to
agree to the Address to he sent forward
to Her Majesty praying that Western
Australia may be admitted as an original
State of the Commonwealth. I do not
see how we cani verywladp any other
course than that of taking a majority
vote, and we can hardly expect that
there will be so narrow a majority as
one. If such a thing should happen,
of course the Legislature would have
it within its power to consider the
question, and say whether it would
be right and proper with a majority
of that description to transmnit an address
to Her Majesty the Queen. I repeat it is
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scarcely to be anticipated that there
will be such close polling as that. I
know it is anticipated there will be a
considerable number of electors who
will register their votes against the
acceptance of the Constitution; but I am
not sufficiently well acquainted with the
circumstances of the various electorates
of the colony to predict what the result
of the referendum will be, and if I were I
would not attempt to predict it. Time
will show the feelings of the electors.
All I can say is that I hope, and I think
we have a right to expect, that the electors
of the colony will remember that this
is a very serious occasion, and I Inn say
crisis, in the history of Western Australia.
I have no doubt that they, as well as the
members of this House, will approach
the subject very carefully and with
due consideration of the responsibilities
thrown upon them as to the funture welfare
of the colony in which they reside. We
can hardly anticipate, however, that some
of those who have been with us only for
a short time, and who possibl 'y purpose
not to remain here, will take the same
view of things as is taken by those who
have been settled here for many years, or
who purpose to remain here and to devote
their energies and abilities to the building
up of the country. I say we can scarcely
expect that they will be animated by the
same motives. Still I think it is reason-
able on our part to assume that the
voters who will vote upon this question
will approach it in the spirit I have
indicated. This subject is serious from
the point of view that the step taken will
be irrevocable; that, having once taken
the step and become portion of the
Commonwealth, there is no seceding
front it except through strife, and
strife which may involve, perhaps,
bloodshed. However, we may hope that
nothing of the sort will occur. I trust
that the various colonies of this great
island continent will work together for
the public good, if they are cornbined in
one great federation. As Isaid theother
day when speaking upon this question,
possibly events may show that, the anti-
cipations we have formed are beside the
mark either on the one side or the other,
but I myself feel a very great amount of
concern as to what will be the future of
this colony, if we take this important
step. Nevertheless, I feel it is only right

that the people of the country shoul
have a voice in this matter, and if, aftA
due and careful consideration of t1
whole of the circumstances connected wit
it, and after all the light that has bee
attempted to be thrown upon the subje(
from various points of view, especially b
Mr. Whitcombe, they think that in ti
best interests of this colony it is desirab]
we should federate with the other colonie:
then it will be the duty of not only tl
members of this House but of every citize
to accept the decision in a proper spiri
1 trust that after the step has been take
heartburnings and disagreements wi
disappear, and it should be oilr endeavor
to look around and see the best way I
promote the interests of die country.
do not know that I need say more, but
will repeat that this is a very importax
epoch at which we have arrived, an
to-day or to-morrow we will arrive at
decision whether the. Bill shall be remitte
to the people of the country, to tli
adult p)opulation, to vote upon and gii
their decision. I think it is right an
proper to remit the question for tt
consideration of the people and for tbe:
vote. The Governor has power to mat
certain regulations, which is a necessai
feature in the Bill, because there ai
many things which have to be provide
for, and which can only be done L,
regulations, which must b~e in hartnon
with the clauses of the Bill. The expens(
of the referendum, wvhich will be vex
considerable no doubt, have to be defraye
from the general revenue of the country.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: DIo you kno
what it is expected the expenses will be?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
have no idea, but I believe they will L
very considerable. Every election costs
considerable amnount of money, but th
election must cost more, because
the large number of people appoints
for the purpose of taking the po
and giving certificates, and many oth(
things, and the great extent of territoi
we have necessarily makes every actio
of this kind much more expensii
than in *a country where the populatio
is more compact. I am afraid I haxi
not dealt with the Bill in a mann(
which I should have liked: I hai
not bad much time to look into tli
subject. I have only attempted to poh
out a few of the leading features of t1

Second reading.
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Bill to hon. members, and if I have been
of any kelp to them in fixing their atten-
tion on the points to which I have
alltuded-I do not know that 1 have
omitted points of any consequence-1
shall be only too glad. 'With these few
remarks I beg to move the second read-
ing of a Bill to make provision for the
acceptance and enactment of a Federal
Constitution for Australasia.

HON. R. S. HTAYNES (Central): The
Government are to be congratulated on
having forced the Bill to its present stage,
but for my own part I do not feel dis-
posed to rush the measure through. The
Colonial Secretary has said that this is
anl important measure. So it is, one of
the most important which has ever been
brought before the House; and at least
we ought to devote sufficient attention to
it to see that we shall not make any
mistake, and to see that the provisions
of the clauses carry out the intention.
Time after time measures have been
brought down to this House at the close
of the session, after we have been waiting
months for them-in this case we have
been waiting years-- they are brought
down, and we are asked to rush them
through. 1 agree with the Colonial
Secretary that in view of thle circuml-
sta~nces no time should be lost, and that
the Standing Orders should be suspended,
so that a day may not he lost in sending
the Bill to the people. At the same time
T hope members will weigh each clause,
especially those referring to the sending
of the Bill to the people. If I reinemi-
her aright, the speech with which
Parliament was opened said that this
Bill was to be sent to the electors on
the electoral i-oils. Now we find that it
is to be sent to the electors and other
persons who may become qualified to vote.
I do not think sufficient attention has
been Paid. to Clause 6, which says:
"The rolls existing for each electoral
district at the commencement of the
Electoral Act, 1899, shall be used for
taking the poll under the provisions of
the Act." What is the roll existing at
the date of the comning into operation of
the Electoral Act? The rolls in existence
are those at present in existence. I have
heard the Colonial Secretary say the rolls
were in a somewhat deplorable condition,
and it is admitted on all hands that they
do not represent--

THrE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do not
think I said that.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: I was going to
say a stronger word, but if the Colonial
Secretary did not use that word, it was a
word very like it. Hle may have said the
rolls were in an unsatisfactory condition.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Perhaps
I drid.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: If the rolls
were then in an unsatisfactory condition,
they are in an unsgatisfactory condition
to-day.

HON. R. G. Bunums: That does not
prevent people getting on the rolls.

HON. 'R. S. HAYNES:- I do not know
whether lion. members have taken the
trouble. to look at the effect of the Elec-
toral Act of 1899. Under that law any
person residing in the colony for six
months, subject to certain conditions,
mnay apply to have his or her name put
onl the roll, and the date when the claim
is sent in to the electoral registrar is
taken ats the dlate of registration, but it
does not take effect until the name has
been on the roil for six months. I want
to make that clear to the House. A great
number of people who have applied. to be
put on the roll recently consider they are
on the roll, because there has been a
Revision Court, and the roll has been
passed at that Court; but when those
people go to vote they will find that after
being on the roll for six months they are
not able to vote. We shall have two
classes of persons on the roll, those who
are entitled to vote and those who are
not. The Act is misleading, and. a set of
circumstances could not have been pro-
duced which are more misleading. I do
not know whether the Colonial Secretary
follows me ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETAtY: I do not
quite.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Under the
present electoral law a person who has
been in the colony for six months canl
apply to be placed on the roll. The claim
is received by the electoral registrar, but
the person is not entitled to vote until he
or she has been six months onl the roll, or
uuless the name has been six months on'
the roll and has been transferred from
another electoral district. When the poll
is about to be taken, the returning officer
will prepare the roll and strike off the
names of all persons which have not
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been there for six months. Tam referring
to Section 87. That will be the roll used
when the referendum goes to the people.
Several thousands of people have already
been placed on the roll, and those people
will consider they are on the roll and
entitled to vote, therefore they will not
go to the trouble of taking out voters'
certificates, and when they go to vote
they will not be entitled to do so.

How. H. Lunwz: That is their look out.
HoN. R. S. HAYNES:- If it is the

wish of the House that every man who
has been in the colony for twelve months,
or as I shall move presently six months,
is to vote in the referendum, let us be
honest. Section 87 says.

The lists of voters shall be lists of the
electors on the roll who hare been registered
for six months, or whose names have been
transcribed from the rolls and electoral lists
existing at the commencement of this Act, or
from the electoral list of a municipality or
road hoard as hereinafter provided; and such
lists shall be signed by the Returning Officer
and delivered to the presiding officers before
the hour for commencing the poll, for their
guidance during the polling.

We will say the 31st July is the date fixed
for taking the referendum: on that date
each electoral registrar will look through
the roll and find that certain names. have
not been there for six months. He will
score these names out, and that is the
roll he is hound by; the returning officer
is bound only to accept those names on
the roll; consequently those persons who,
during the past six months, have made
application to the electoral registrars to
be placed on the electoral rolls will not
be entitled to vote, although those per-
sons have had their names passed by the
Revision Court; and when those persons
go to the poll they will not be entitled to
vote. If the Colonial Secretary can show
me any way in which we can get over
that difficulty, I am content to let the
clause stand as it i8. I said at the first
meeting of the House this session that
I was in favour, and that I would test
the feeling of the House on the point,
that all persons resident in the colony for
six months, on miaking application at any
time before the time limited for the
granting of the voters' certificates, should
be entitled to vote.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY; You might
just as well ask the "1man in the street,"
and let him vote as he likes.

HoN;. R. S. HAYNES: I do not knoi
that the mnan who has been here twelv
months is to be respected more than th
man who ias been here sir mlonth
Some persons who have been here si
mnouths can vote because their names ati
011 roads boards or municipal lists; thert
fore they are transferred to the ordinar
rolls, and the persons can vote.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A perso
might go away after he has been in th
colony for six months.

How. R. S. HA.YNES: I can nde;
stand a person waking an objection, on
solid grounda, against iny argument, bt
I cannot understand a man " strainingE
a gnat and swallowing a camel.' Whe
the time comes I shlall1 move that a perso
who has been in the colony for si
months shall be entitled to vote. Wit
reference to other portions of the Bil
the matter has practically been talke
threadbare, and I do not propose to sa
anything in regard to them. I do nc
think, th Bill requires any amendmer:
further than that which I have pointe
out. I certainly support all the oth(
clauses, and I hope the Hous~e will L
unanimous in making the referendum a
liberal. as possible, and will afford ever
opportunity to people to get on the rol
If that is the intention of the House, Ni
shall not be long in coming to a conch
sion. When in Committee on this Dill
shall move an amendment to Clause1
making it clear what'rolls shall be useq
and I propose to move an amendniei
that after " 1899 " in Clause 6, certai
words be included, which will be nee
sary if the measure, notice of which
gave this evening, passes into law, I
include 618 ratepayers in Perth whi
have been disfranchised, and who pro]
ably do not know they have bee
disfra~nchised, and when they apply
the polling places, they will find the
are not on the roll. This is the state
affairs, not only in Perth, but in Coo
gardie and Kalgoorlie, as well as
Fremuantle. Numbers of persons ha)
been taken off the municipal roll, ain
consequently their names ill be struc
off the parliamentary roll. 1 therefoi
propose to add to this clause the words:-

Including also the names of al] perso2
lawfully added thereto by proclamation
otherwise now or hereafter to he madeI
pursuance of the said Act.
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*I do this for the purpose of making
provision for the reception of fresh names,

*or for the exercise of the right to vote b 'y
persons who have been excluded from the
municipal roll through some misunder-
standing on the part either of the electors
or of the municipalities themselves.
Subject to this, 1 shall have much
pleasure in supporting the passing of the
Bil into law.

HoN. F. WVHITOOMBE (Central):
I do not like to let the first occasion on
which this House has an opportunity
of speaking on the Bill for referring this
question to the people pss without
expressing my disappointment. We have
had no good reason given us yet by the
leader of the Rouse why this Bill should
be carried. Of course, I can understand
the hon. member (Hon. G-. Randel) is
only too glad to jibe at me, as he says
for treating this as a light matter ; but
I have never yet spoken on the merits of
the Bill, either in this House or else-
where.

TiiE COLONIA.L SECRETARY:- I thought
you interjected "hlit."

Hon. R. S& HAYNEs: No; Mr. Fiesse
did so.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg
pardon. I thought Mr. Whitcombe was
the interjector.

HoN. F. WHITO BE: I think it
would have been well had the leader of
the Rouse given some reasons why we
should support this Bill and carry it
into law, and offered us some attempted
explanation of the clauses to which con-
siderable objection has been and probably
will be taken. I do not like the way in
which the mneasure has been brought
before uis. It ought to have been brought
to us last year, if there be anything in
the position the Government are taking
lip to-day, instead of time being wasted
in aboitive attempts to obtain certain
amendments. Nearly twelve months has
been wasted in thiese attempts, unauthior-
ised either by Parliament or by the people,
to obtain certain amendments; and par-
ticularly I do not like, when these
attempts have failed, that there should
be no explanation why the time has been
wasted, and why the Bill is now thought
desirable which six mionths ago was
thought undesirable. I mean the Bill as
it now stands. If, as we understand, the
objection taken in the Eastern colonies to

the amendments proposed on behalf of
this colony was that the Commonwealth
Bill as originally accepted in the Eastern
colonies was not capable of amendment
without further referenda in thbose colo-
nies, I cannot understand why that Bill
should now be brought to us subject to
certain amendments of which we as yet
know nothing, to be passed by us and
su~bmitted to the people without some
provision being included in this Enabling
Bill whereby the Commonwealth Bill, if
accepted by us, shall not be binding upon
us until it, in its new form, has been
accepted by the Eastern colonies. It
seems we are asked to accept one Bill
in the dark, and to be bound by it,
although we do not k-now whether the
Eastern colonies will accept it or not;
but we do know so far as Queens-
land is concerned, for the Queensland
Premier has declared the Bill will have
to pass the Queensland Parliament before
Queensland will be bound by the Bill as
amended by the Imperial Government. I
say we had better wait and place ourselves
in the samne position. We should know
what Bill it is we are asked to send to
the people, before binding the colony now
and for ever, in a way we do not under-
stand, to the Bill which is before us. So
far as the principles of the Bill are con-
cer ned, it seems to inc Clause I11 renders
the meas ure one of the most objectionable
that could be introduced. We are asked
to say that a bare maj ority of those voting
in the referendum, if in favour of federa-
tion, shall impose this Constitution upon
Western Australia for ever. I should
like to see a minimium vote enforced, or
at any rate that a majority of the per-
sons eutitled to vote must record their
votes in favour of the Bill. So far~ as we
can judge by the return provided for me
a few days ago by the Colonial Secretary,
there are from 100,000 to 170,000 adults
in the colony as the present time; but
even allowing the number at 100,000, I
think it would be proper to provide that
there must be 50,000 votes cast in favour
of the Constitution before it shall be
binding on this colony. My reason is all
in favour of the goldfields and their
representatives. We take it on their
statements. The organ which represents
the goldfields views upon this subject is
the Kalgoorie Miner.

How. C. Soxrnuas: And others.
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HoN. F. WHITOOMBE: The Kal-
goorlie Miner is -the chief; at any rate it
makes the most noise, and is most gener-
ally quoted and accepted by the people
on the coast as being the goldfields
authority, both on the Separation and the
federal agitations.

HON. A. B. KrnSON: An empty tin
makes the most noise.

HON. F. WHITOOMBE: I am not
saying the editor is not possessed of all
the attributes of an empty tin. In an.
article which, up to the present, has not
been qualified, and which was issued last
Saturday morning, that paper says the
goldflelds wish to give the colony to
understand most distinctly that they
will stay at nothing unless the views
of the majority of the population are
carried out on the question of federation.
Well, I ani asking for nothing more. I
ask that the decision of a majority of the
conpetent voting population of Western
Australia shall be taken on this question,
and that, if a majority of that voting
population is not in favour of the Bill,
then we shall not be bound by the
referendum. [SEvnxn.L MEMBERS: Hear,
hear.] Of course I shall probably be
told by some of the advocates of federation
at any cost, or at the Sacrifice entailed by
the Bill before us if it be carried, that
there would be no hope of thle minimium
vote being obtained. But we have it
from the promoters of the goldfields
petition to the Throne for Separation that
they have a population onl the fields of
80,000, that they obtained a petition
signed by 28,000 adults; and, if they are
so enthusiastically in favour of federation
as the 'y profess themselves to be, they
will have no difficulty in getting 50,000
votes when they include thle federalist
vote outside the goldfields. So that, upon
their own showing, the separatists who
now allege they were only appealing
for separation in order to bring about
federation, should not object to being
asked topoll in favour of the measure
a mjorty of the capable voters of
this colony. If the existence of this
colony -the practical existence of this
colony for years to come, at any rate-
had been safeguarded in this Bill by
the Government, they would have had
such a provision inserted. [How. 0. E.
DEMPSTER: Hear, bear]. But what
can we expect? The Government as

a whole, including the leader of this
House, have done nothing for this colony
in the matter of federation, except -
to play the fool with it for some years
past.

How. R. G. BunoEs: One roan has
done it all.

How. F. WHTTCOMVBE: One man may
have done it all; but the whole. of them
must be held responsible. If the Ministry,
if the Cabinet, are not to be held respon-
sible, surely they are not going to say
one man alone sent that poor delegate to
London on a wild-goose chase to bring
about or to try to bring about an impossi.
bility. If it be the fact, as one member
says, then it is a disgrace to every other
member of the Cabinet that they should
have attempted to put the colony to anl
expense of the kind when no good results
could be hoped, and that, an attempt
should also have been made to obtain
amendments -I take it the Cabinet are
responsible for this-to obtain amend-
inents which, as had been distinctly laid
down previously by every Premier in the
Eastern colonies, could not he made in
the Bill after last November. The
people of the colony are played fast-and-
loose with, the financial condition of the
people is spoiled, the trade of the colony
has been handicapped, simply owing to
one cause. There has been aL feeling Of
ucertanty throughout the whole, of
Western Australia for the last seven or
eight months, at any rate; and that
feeling will continue until the question of
federation is settled. The whole blame
for this lies at the door of the Govern-
i nent, of the Ministry, or, if lion, members
like, of the Premier. The man who has
conducted the whole of this federal cam-
paign, rightly in his own estimation, onl
behalf of Western Australia, and to get
the best terms that he could for her, finally
leaves her in the mud to become a victim
to the Eastern colonies, if the people of
this colony are content to be so-if we,
in the first instance, are content to send
this Bill to the people without any proper
safeguards, and if the colony as a whole
is content to become the victim of the
Right Hon. Sir John Forrest, and to
leave Western Australians practically
ruined, the servants of our Eastern
friends who aire going to be good to us.

How. R. S. HAYNES: Federation will
get rid of him, and cheaply too.
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HON. F. WHITO BE:- Federation
may get rid of hin, but I am afraid the
effect will be very lasting.

flax .IG . flunos: We may get a
Barton.

Hon, F. W}JLTCOMBE: Well, it is
hard to say, if the Premier is to be judged
hr his action OIL federation, whether we
could get a worse. Except the matter
already touched upon by Mr. R. S.
]Haynes, I do not think there is anything
in this Bill which calls for much comment

HOWx. Rt. S. HAYNES: But You do not
want it to go to the electors.

How. F. WHITCOMBE: No; I should
prefer it not to go to the people in its
present form.

A MEMBER: Why) not throw it out?
HoN. F. WILITOOMBE:- You may

very safely do so, and you will not be far
wrong. I said when I came into the
House that I should do mny utmost to
prevent its going to the people. Although
I recognise it must go, I should like to
stand out for suitable and proper pro-
vision being made, so that federation may
not be carried by a minority vote;
because, with the difficulties placed in the
way of those who are not now on the
rolls getting registered, it is quite
possible that 25,000 people voting in
favour of this Bill may out-vote the 100,000
competent voters now in the colony, and
saddle for ever those who are to come
after them. with an incubus from which
they cannot escape, and which I ama
afraid for many years we cannot carry
without great hardship. The difficulty I
have mentioned is in the matter of
obtaining electoral certificates. Although
one may be living 30 or 40 miles away
in the country, it is necessary to ;omne
dlown to an assistant returning officer in
order to obtain a, certificate, and even if
that be done on the last Saturday avail-
able, it is then necessary to return three
days afterwards to vote. That is putting
a great hardship on those engaged not
only in fanining and pastoral industries,
but also in thle Rining districts, because
two long trips in many instances of 30
miles each way will have to be made,
when possibly they might be allowed to
vote by proxy. Another difficulty in the
way is that even when these conditions.
are complied with, one caanot get a
certificate after four o'clock in the after-
noon, and not at all on Saturdays.

How. R,. G. BURGEs: The hours are 9
to 6 ; see C' lause 7.

How. F. WHITOOMBE: The clause
says an elector "1may obtain a voter's
certificate on making an application
therefor, in the form of the Second
Schedule hereto, to the registrar or an
assistanit registrar for the electoral
district in which such person resides, on
any week day, except Saturday, between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 pin." But 9
a.m. to 6 p~m. is not late enough, and in
any case there is not sufficient provision
to enable every competent person to get
on the roll. I can describe the Bill as
nothing but one damaging to the colony,
and which if carried into effect without
suitable safeguairds will ruin Western
Australia for many years to come.

HoN. 0. E. DEMPSTER (East): I
am not going to oppose the Bill, though
I should very much prefer no referendum
on the Commonwealth Bill; and I regard
it as very unnecessary that the matter
should have been brought before the
country again. The agitation has been
brought about by federalists who arc
not sincere friends to the interests and
welfare of the colony, or they never would
have endeavouired at this time to force
the people to state whether we should or
should not enter the Commonwealth.
We are, all of us, now agreed that the
Bill must go to the people, but it would
be a burning and a cruel shame to the
country if a. small majority is allowed to
carry it. I therefore quite agree with the
remarks of Mr. Whiteonibe, that no small
majority should decide the matter: there
s3hould he a large majority or none at all,
and I would certainly advocate a majority
of at least two-thirds in favour. The cry
of "1The Bill to the people" has been
thoroughly worked up by agitators in
favour of federation, who have dwelt on
what they call the injustice of not allow-
ing the Bill to be referred last year.
Their eyes have been shrut to the many
disadvantages which must follow the
adoption of federation by this colony.
Everyone who has taken the matter care-
fully into consideration must have come
to the conclusion that our very beat
interests and advantages we were looking
forward to in this country will be stifled
for many years by federation; because
to enter the Commonwealth will entail
very great cost to the country, which cost
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can only be met by additional taxation in
every direction. The feeling in favour of
federation emanates to a. very great
extent fro~m those who have little or
no interest in the colony, from those
who can at any time put their hats
on their heads and clear out, leaving
the burden of taxation to be borne by
those who could not get away under any
circumstances. I consider that no one
ought to have a vote in a matter which
will affect the constitution of the colony
for all time, except those who are bona
fide settlers in this colony, because it is a,
cruel and burning injustice that a man in
the street who only came, yesterday should
have an equal voice with those who have
lived all their lives in the colony, and have
spent all the money they have made in the
colony in improving and developing the
country in every possible way. From my
infancy I have been in the colony, and
have worked at improving my holdings.
assisted in opening numerous industries,
and brought up a large family; and to
sa-y that I shall only have the same vote
as the man who came. to the colony
yesterday, and who is able to clear out
at any time, is a gross injustice.

A Man nit: The Bill does not say so.
HoN. C. A. PIEssE: Scandalous!1
H~oN. C. E. DEMPSTER: It is most

unjust to all the vested interests in the
colony to think that such should be the
case, and I must say it will be most, dis-
couraging to all future settlement.

HoN. A. P. MATunsoN : See how many
are pouring in to take tip laud now!

HoN. 0. E. DEMFSTER: Settlers are
far more likely to come in without federa-
tion than with it, because the taxation in
the other colonies is already so oppressive
without federation that people are glad
to come where the imposts are lighter.

How. A. P. MATHESONm: They would
still have the advantage of federation.

HONq. C. E. DERMPSTER: In con-
versation with a gentleman who arrived
only a short time ago. from the other
colonies, I was informned that as an agri-
culturist he had been driven away by
excessive taxation. He had to pay a
water rate, a land tax, and an income tax,
as well as the tax levied on all articles
which lie as well as others consumed. He
said there was nothing produced and
consumed on the farm, not even a pound
of butter, which lied not to be taken into

consideration in assessing the income tax,
showing that all over aind above was
open to taxation. Such a. state of things
was simply living to pay taxes; and that
is what this colony is fast drifting into
if we do not take steps to avoid it. It is
no use going into the merits or demerits
of federation at the prepent time, because
that question has been fully discussed;
but I trust those whose sole object is
advocating " thn Bill to the people " will,
when the Bill is sent, use the very best of
their intelligence in dealing with the
mnatter, consider how it will affect the
colony in every aspect, and give their
vote accordingly. I trust that when it is
seen how federation will a-ffec.t one class
much more than another, those who have
no interest in the colony will be too
honourable to vote for a measure which
will crush to a great extent our few
industries and interests, which I hope
will be conserved, and a fair and reason-
able decision arrived at. We must remem-
ber that though we may have federation,
people will have just the same power to
take off the food duties or reduce those
duties that they have at the present time:
federation canuot under any circumstances
make any difference in this respect. In
thinking over the matter of cheap living
on the gold~fields, i am very much struck
with the fact that while a two-pound
loaf there costs 8d., the value of flour
in this colony is only £29 a ton, or
a penny aL pound, so that if anyone
wants to live cheaply he can buy his
own flour and mnat- his own bread
instead of giving 4d. per lb. Yet that is
one of the "1handles " used by the federal
agitators, namely that it is in conse-
quence of the duties which are levied by
the Governmient of Western Australia
that living is so dear. Flour ground in
the colony can he, supplied cheaper than
it can be imported, and therefore the
agitators cannot have a " handle " there
aga~inst the Government, because, as I
have said, they can get their bread as
cheaply of Western Australian ground
flour as they can of Adelaide flour.

lion. 0. SoxhiERs: It is curious there
are no rich bakers.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: The bakers
ought to be rich when they mnake 400 per
cent. Another matter which shows the
goldfields are altogether led by the
Kalgoorlie Afiner and agitators in theo
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neighbourhood, is that every hotel there
charges one shilling a drink for lemon-
ade, gigr beer, and drinks of every
description Why is no objection raised
to such price-, as a shilling for a penny
cigar, and all that sort of thing ? Nothing
is said of these prices by federal agitators,
and I can only Suppose they are interested
in those industries. I maintain that it
is the duty of every representative
and member, for the goldields particu-
larly, instead of trying to foment great
discord, to do all they possibly can to
bring every person in all portions of the
colony together in neighbourly feeling.

Row. 0. SOMES:' Whose fault is it
there is strife?

How, . . DEMFSTER: The lion.
member's fault a great deal.

HoN. C. Somns:s The editor of the
Sun is a farmer in Mr. D3empster's own
district.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: I wish he
was a farmer in some other part of the
world, because it would be a great benefit
and boon to Western Australia if all men
of that description were, I was going to
say, banished from the colony. Indeed,
it might be desirable for the country to
contribute and send them to some other
sphere where they would Shine more, or,
at all events, do less harm.-

lou. C, SOMaMESs: " Let there be
light."

HoN. C. E. DE)MPSTER: I like to
live in a community 'where friendliness
and goodwill exist, and where members
representing different constituencies snake
the bringing about and maintenance of
such a state of things their sole object.

Hou. 0. Soxmms: That is federation.
HON. C. E. BEMPSTER: Federation

will not bring that state of things about.
RON. (. SOxMES: Yes, it will.
How. C. E. DEMPSTER, Federation

will bring ruin to the colony; and I look
on federation as giving Western Aus-
tralia, away to the other colonies. The
Federal Parliament in Melbourne must
always be ruled by a, majority of those
who represent States which are adjoining
and whose interests aire identical, and
totally different from those of this colony,
which is isolated; and yet we are told that
under these circumstances the other
colonies will do us justice. Perhaps the
other colonies may be more generous than
I give them credit for, but I do not like

the idea of placing ourselves entirely at
their mercy, and I am sure the colony
will be a gret deal better off if we
keep out of federation for at least ten
years. Without federation there are umu-
berless industries which, at the present
time, h~ave been totally neglected, but
industries which would afford labour to

i thousands of people and be a source of
profit to the whole colony. Under federa-
tion, these industries will remain perfectly
undeveloped in the absence of encourage-

iment, with the result that we will not
require anything like the amount of
labour we should if we did not enter the
Commonwealth. It will be seen that
federation will make the conditions worse
for the working classes, who have, how-
ever, been taught to believe that living
will be cheaper and wages higher under
the Commonwealth. They have now to
look to the facts, and I hope that when
the matter is brought before the country,
it will be proved to the working classes
that they, at all events, will not benefit
by federation, notwithstanding all that is
said by agtators and those who look
forward to future advancement, have no
stake in the country, and take no interest
in our future welfare. A great many of
our solicitors advocate federation, and I
can only think they do it because they
look forward to an amazing amount of
complication and difficulties, which will
lead to litigation and be a sort of harvest
to them. I cannot help thinking that
with some of our local solicitors and
lawyers, young men who have been born
in this colony and ought to have thorough
interests in our future welfare, such
motives have actuated them.

HON. A. B. Kmsow: You are not
referring to solicitors in the Rouse, of
course?

oN. 0. E]. DEMPSTEIR. I feel that
I have spoken rather warmly. I trust
when the Bill goes to the people, they will
use their best discretion in considering
the subject, and give an honest and fair
decision. I hope they will not act hastily,
but consider all the nierits and demerits
of the case, and I believe in the end, when
we get the vote of the people, it will be
found that those who are in favour of
federation are in a minority. I have said
from the first that from federation we
have all to lose and nothing to gain, and

II hold the same opinion at the present
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time, for I have not beard from one of
those who have s0 strongly advocated
federation any proof that there will be
anyhing like a return for the enormous
expenditure it will cost the country. I
therefore will do a in my power to
enlighten the people as to the disadvan-
tages of federation, and I hope that when
we vote upon the question we shall see
that the whole of the people of the colony
are not federalists.

How. R. G. BURGES (East): I am
not going to take up the time of the
House with these matters, for it would be
almost useless to do so. It would only be
reiterating statements that have already
been made. I have not changed mny
opinion, and I do not think I am going
to. In fact, so far as I can judge from
all I have read in reviews and other
things, we have nothing more to show us
why we should join federation than we
had when we threw out the Bill last year.

A MEMBER: Not so much.
How. R, G. BURGES: Not so much,

considering the way the other colonies
have treated us with regard to the mails.
That action shows the unfederil spirit of
those colonies. Everyone in this colony
who knows anythn of the country-
even those people who have lately come
to Western Australia, and who form the
larger portion of the inhabitants-must
be astonished at the action of some who
take a prominent part in the public
affairs of the colony. In the Common-
wealth we shall only have five members
out of 75 in the House of Representatives.
Just think of that! However, it is no
use to argue this matter, for it has been
dealt withi previously. It would hie use-
less, and it would also be quite unjust, for
this House at the present time to try to
stop this Bill from going to the people.
A junior member of this House, only
lately elected, has taken to task hion.
members who have had some experience.
But I suppose that little men now-a-days,
who have come to the front in other
matters, think they can lecture us, and
show other people what they can do. We
have a perfect right to resent this line of
action. Members who come into this
House ought, at anyv rate, to learn a
little from the experience of others with
regard to the action which the Legis-
lative, Council has a right to adopt. I
think that if the junior members would

take the trouble to investigate, they
would find that we had a precedent for
the action we took. Of what use are we.
here at all, if we do not consider measures
submitted to us, and stop what I call
hasty legislation upon such a subject as
this? I ask any hion, member and reason-
able man, not only in this House but in
the country, whether it was advisable to
refer the question to the people during
the existence of such a state of things as
prevailed last year on the goldfields? I
say "1no," notw ithstanding that the junior
member to whom I refer told us that we
were not acting within our powers.

How. A. B. Kinsox: Which member
was it?

How. R%. G. BURGES: Mr. Moss.
HON, M, IL. Moss: I emphasise all I

said then.
How. Rt. G, BURGES:- The hon. mnem-

ber said he emphasises -all he said then,
but perhaps when he is here a little
longer he will recognise that if we are to
be of any use at all we must exercise our
power.. We are here not only for the
purpose of checking hasty legislation, but
to throw out measures that we think are
not desirable in the general interests of
the country. I wish to make a few
remarks with regard to the amendment
proposed by Mr. R. S, Haynes. I do
not think that lion. member has alto-
gether looked into this matter, because
he advises that anyone who has been in
the colony for six months should have a
vote. I think if he had looked into the
matter he would have found tbat of the
people who have come to the colony
during the last few months, a large
number have already voted in the other
colonies, and if this amendmient be passed
they can vote in Western Australia if
they have been here six months. That
would be unfair and unjust. Of course
not all the people in the other colonies
are in favour of federation, but the
federal idea, has grown, and men who
have come from the other colonies to
Western Australia. would vote here for
federation. I do not think the hen.
member ever thought of this, for had be
done so, he would not have brought
forward his proposal, although he is am
extreme Radical. Mr. Moss told us
what the Legislative Council has to do,
although he has only just come into it.
I am always willing to learn, but I would
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rather learn from those who have experi-
ence, than from some of our junior
member-s. I hope that when the Bill
goes into Committee an alteration will be
made so that we can give to everyone who
desires it the right to vote. Iwantthe hours
available an Saturdays to be extended,
and in my opinion the hours should
be from 9 to 9. We have railways all
over the goldfields, and in the country
(listricts there are a large number who
could get to the polling station in the
evening. You ust remember that lots
of those people have to come in first to
obtain their electoral rights, and, as has
already been pointed out, they have to
come again two or three days afterwards
to vote. Such an alteration as I advocate
should be satisfactory to even the people
living in large towns, for there are many
who come into the towns on Saturday
night, hut would not have time to get
their voter-s' certificates if the hours
on that day be from 9 to 6 only. In
regard to Olause 8, I consider the distance
of 30 miles too great. There are not post
offices and polling places everywhere, and
seine people live hun11dreds of miles fromi
polling places, yet they have a right to
vote the same as people who live in towns.
They have an interest in the country, and
just as much right to vote as a person
who lives near the Town Hall in Perth.
It is unreasonable to expect men to comne
80 mniles to get a certificate, and then to
travel again subsequentlZ to record their
votes. Nut only is it unreasonable, but
unjust. There are a lot of people in the
towns wrho do not know about the cowiutry
at all. Great hardship hats been inflicted
upon the people of the Country. People
have been induced to conic here by nothing
less than fraud -I refer to the Laud
Regulations- and you do not even give
them the right to vote. Justice ought to
be done, not only to the people in towns,
but also to those who live in the country
who should have every thance of being
able to vote on this question. The Bill
provides that women also shall have a
right to vote. There are families; in the
country comprising five or six, or some-
times eight or nine, grown-up people, and
by the Bill as it at present stands those
people might be shut out altogether. Is
there any reason or justice in that P I
say " no." We should let everyone
vote.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: How would
you alter the distanceP

HoN. R. G. BUEGES: I would make
it 20 miles. To expect farmers to drive
19 or 20 miles to get an elector's right,
then to travel in again to vote, is unjust
and unreasonable. It is always the same
in regard to people in the country. I
wish our friends here would only take to
heart the words of Mr. Dempster and act
upon them. -I see a red paper before me,
and I hope my hion. friend (Mr. Jenkins)
has nothing to do iwith this red paper,
but he handed round red papers last year.

HON. A. 0. JENKINS:. I did? I beg
Iyour pardon.

How. R. G. BURGES:- The hion. mem-
ber never had any red paper. He made
use of what paper he liked. He never
handed. me a red paper last year, but
there are red papers.

Hoi. MW. L. Moss: Blue papers are the
only papers to be feared.

HoN. R. G1. BUltOES: Does the lion.
member want to bring before the House
what we once had in regard to those blue
papers ? I hope not. If so, the matter
will come to the same end as that affair
some years hack. T wvill move the amrend-
nient which T have advocated, and I hope
the lion. member (Mr. R. S. Haynes)
who is going to move an amendment
will consider my amendmient, and that
the House also will do so. This House
did its dluty last year, notwithstanding
what anyone mayv say. We stood on our
rights, we did our duty, and we have
accomtplishied. good. We have given
people tune to look into this matter, and
what do we find'? The ignorance which
still exists in relation to it is astonishing.
There. are lots of people who get up and
try to argue the matter, aind have never
read the Bill-in fact a large number of
people think that the tariff is to be
uniform for the world. I was present at
a largegatheringattenidedhy talented meni,
and they were under the impression that
the tariff was to be uniform for the world.
The lion. inem her to whom I have referred
(Mr. Moss) said that we were not doing
our duty, and that we were acting outside
our powers; but I believe that the leading
men to whom he addressed his remarks
are just about the same with regard to this
matter as others to whom I have referred.
They talk about it, but they have never
looked into it, and have not considered
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what effect it would have upon the
country. I hope at any rate that those
members who have taken some trouble
with regard to this question, and that
those who have the interests of the
country at heart, will place the question
clearly before the people. I hope that
my hon. friend (Mr. Moss) will take the
trouble to explain clearly to the people
the effect federation will have upon West-
ern Australia. I hope the hon. member
(Mr. Matheson) will take the same
trouble as he dlid on a previous occasion,
and show to his own constituents and the
country the advantages that are to be
gained by federation. Every memher
should not only consider his own district,
but what is good for the interests of this
large and growing country. I could
speak on this matter for ever, but there
is no necessity. Every argument used
shows that no man knows what feder-
ation will bring upon us. I have already
pointed out that one of the drawbacks is
our smnall representation. Another is,
where are we going to get our men fromP
Can we afford to send our best men away
from the country, and will they go for
£400 a year? It is not so easy to get
members now to fil vacancies in our local
Parliament. Mr. Whitcombe is one of the
staunchest anti-federalists in the House,
and I admire him for it; I admire other
hon. members who would like to get a
majority vote; but now we have done all
we can, and as the matter must go to the
people we should be satisfied. The
cravings of the people will be satisfied
and the people will only have themselves
to blame: they have taken the matter out
of our hands, and the responsibility will
rest with them. It is not those who vote
who will have to bear the brunt of the
matter, but those who remain in the
country. With these few remarks I
support the Bill, and I trust the amend-
ment which I intend to Move Will receive
the consideration of the Committee.

Hox. H. LUHIN (East): I do not
intend to detain the House more than a
few minutes in what I have to say on this
matter. I have very much pleasure in
supporting the Bill. it has, as far as I
can see, been fairly drafted, and I hope it
will go through the House very much as
it stands now. I have opposed federation
for all I am worth, and I still intend to do
so. Any remarks I have to make about

federation I shall make outside the Honse:
sufficient has already been said inside the
House on the subject. In reference to
what I said the other night, that I was
not prepared to vote for the Bill going
to the people unless it Was sufficiently
safeguarded so that there would he no
double-dealing, I think the Bim does
safeguard us. We cannot frame a Bill
so that it will satisfy all of us in every
particular, but I think the Bill will meet
the circumstances of the case. I shall
support the Bill going to the people, and
I would 'also like to say that now it is
going to the people I am glad to say that
a comprehensive vote will be taken.
No man or woman in the country
can complain of not having had an
opportunity to vote; they can get on the
roll easily. If they do not get a, certificate
and do not vote, they will have themselves
to blame.

Row. E. MoLAiTY (South-West):
It is not my intention to oppose the
second reading of the Bill. On the last
occasion when the question of federation
was before the House, I felt it was my
duty to vote against the motions brought
forward, believing I was acting in the
best interests of the colony, and I have
not had any reason since that time to
change the opinions I then held. I
still think and honestly believe that the
acceptance of federation for this country
will do it a great deal of harm ;the
country will receive a blow that it will not
recover from for many years to come; but
I am fully convinced that there is a strong
desire on the part of the people that they
should vote on this question; I will go
further and say that there is more thain
a strong desire, there is a determination

on the part of the people; and knowing
this, it is not my place to hold to my
opinions and prevent this question going
to the people, therefore I intend to
support the second reading of the Bill.
It has been said, or hinted in the debate
on the Address -in - reply, that those
opposed to federation on the last occasion
when the subject was discussed in the
House had climbed down or had been
intimidated by the separation petition.
For my part I deny this: I have not
climbed down, and I am still opposed to
federaton just as much as I was before.
As to the separation petition, I never
gave it five minutes' consideration, and I
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do not think those who were moving
in the matter thought it was worth
five minutes' consideration either. They
looked on it that they were getting up
the petition to help on the cause of federa-
tion: perhaps to some extent they have
succeeded. I deny that I have climbed
down; I still hold to my previous opinions;
hut the general public think they have a
right to vote on this subject, and I think
so too. Notwithstanding all that has
bven said by some members of this
House, I think the Premier has fought
a, very hard fight in the interests of the
country and done all he could.

How, R. G. fluans: After the mis-
chief he did.

Row. E. MeLARTY:- He has perhaps
inade mistakes, andl the very wise people
see the mistakes after the event. Had
the delegates from this colony moved the
amendments at the Convention which
the Select Committee suggested last year,
I believe the Convention would have
accepted them, and we would have bad the
benefit of another five years' protection;
after that we could very well have done
without it. As much as I ant opposed to
federation, I am prepared to see the Bill
go to the people on fair terms. I desire
to see every adult in the country have a
vote on it, those who are on the electoral
roll, and those -who have a right to be
placed on it.

How. C. A. Pinss: The street larrikin.
How. E. McLARTY: I am also pre-

pared to take a majority vote and stand
b y the consequence. If the people desire
federation, I am not one of those who will
give them any chance of saying theyv have
not been fairly well treated. Those are my
views. As to the referendum, I consider
every adult in the colony should have a
vote on the matter, and every facility
should be given to the people to vote.
If a majority is found to be in favour of
federation, for my part I shall cheerfully
accept the decision and make the best of
it. I do not know that it is necessary, in
fact I think it is unnecessary, to adduce
many strong reasons which might be
urged against the adoption of federation.
These arguments have already been given,
and it is no good repeating them. At this
stage hon. members have agreed adbnost
unanimously, perhaps quite unauimoasly,
that the Bill should go to the people for
their decision. I wish to make it clear

that T have not climbed down or altered
my opinions; but in deference to the
expressed wish of the people, both for
and against federation, I wish to support
the Bill going to the people.

110N. F. Mf. STONE (North) : I do
not propose to take up the time of the
Rouse in going into the question, whet-her
the colony should enter the federation
or not, but I wish simply to tell lion.
memhers that I was always in favour
of federation, yet I wished to get the
best terns for the colony I could get.
Unfortunately we have beeni unable to
get the termsp which I thought we
should get, and I am prepared now,
not only to vote for the Bill, but for
federation when I have the chance of
voting. There is one matter in the Bill
which I intend to move an amendment
upon when in Committee. I think that
every opportunity should be given for
every adult to vote. I do not think
Clause 7 gives that opportunity, because
I think from the way in which the rolls
are mnade up, even although people might
be entitled uip to two days to get an
elector's certificate, nmany persons will
think they are on the rolls, and when
they go to vote they will find they are
not. I cannot see any difficulty in allow-
ing a person to get an elector's certificate
even on the day of voting. At certain
places where there is large population
there cannot b e much expense attached to
it. The Government could there appoint
a person to issue certificates. Say at the
rerth Town Hall1 there would be a return-
ing offier and his assistants, and there
could be a. person there from whomn we
could get an electorsR certificate. I might
go to the returning officer and find I was
not on the roll: why should I not then
be able to go to the person appointed to
issue electors' certificates and get mny
certificate, and then go and -vote straight
away? When the Bill is in Committee I
shall move an amendment so as to allow
any person on the day the poll is taken,
if he is not on the roll, to go to the
person appointed by the Government and
get a certificate entitling him to vote I
cannot see the slightest objection to that
proision: it may cause a little more
expense, but on a, quiestion of this kind
hoa. memabers do not wish to see persons
prevented from voting who, owing to
their neglect or illness, have not beenl

Second reading. 289



290 Federation Enabling Bill: [COUNCIL,] Seodraig

able to see that their names are on the
roll. I do not -want to see any heart-
burnings after this question is over. I
want to see every man have the oppor-
tunity of going to the poii, and if he finds
that his name is not on the roll, I want
to see him entitled to get a certificate and
vote straight away. In Committee I shall
move an amendment to this effect, and I
trust the House will agree to a provision
havinig that object in view.

HON. A. B. K(11380 (West): I think,
with those hon. members who agree to
the provisions of the Bill now before the
House, that there is indeed very little to
say about it; but there are one or two
points to which I should like to allude.
With regard to the suggested amendment
of Mr. R. S. Haynes to Clause 6, I do
not think it would be advisable for this
House to agree to any amendments other
thanu are absolutely necessary for the
piurpose of perfecting the Bill; and I do
not think that amendment is necessary,
1)ecause the mneans which are provided by
the Bill for every -voter to obtain an
elector's right are so easy, that I think it
would be a pity to mnake an amendment
which might cause the passage of the
Bill at all events to be postponed for a
short period. To my mind, the sooner
the Bill becomes lawv the better. We have
seen in this colony an amount of dissen-
sion between the people in it that I hope,
at all events as long as 1I remain in the
colony, 1 shall never see again. [SEVERAL
MEMBERS: Hear, hear.] For this dis-
sension there are various causes, and
particularly as I said, on speaking on the
Address-in-reply, is it due to the action
the Government have taken in connection
with federation, and partly to other causes
which have been referred to by one or two
lion, miembers who have spoken to-day.
I do not think I need particularise those
causes, for they are fresh in the winds of
those who have listened to the speeches.
I should like to assure Air. Burges-and
I think lie feels somewhat sad upon the
subject--

HON. R. G. Bunons: Not a bit.
HoN. A. B. KID SON:- That there is

in this House at all events one honest
lawyer.

RON. R. 0. flu nEs: I did not say the
others were dishonest lawyers.

HON. A. B. K(11380: I do not wish
to take any credit to myself in the whole-

sale condemnation of the noble professior
to which I belong.

HON. R. . BURGoS- I am sure I nevei
made the remark with any such intention
If I said that, it was a mistake; and]I
withdraw any such statement.

How. A. B. KLDSON:- I understooe
the hon. member to say those lawyen
who had been taking a leading part it.
die federal agitation had been doing sc
for their own purposes; and if that ii
not dishonest, I do not k-now what is
and I desire to say there is at least Onf
honest lawyer in this H-ouse, and I aly
sure the bon. member (Hon. Rt. Gf
Burges) will agree with me, when I tell
him that I am heart and soul againsi
federation.

HON. R. G. BunES: That is not whal
I said. You hiave made a mistake

HON. A. B. XIDSON: I think thE
lion. member is mistaken. I think some
hon. members have taken up a rathei
extraordinary attitude with regard to thii
reference to the people. Mr, Whitcomb(
said no reasons were given by the lendei
of the House why the Bill should b(
referred. If Mr. Whiteombe has nol
gathered the reasons from his kaowledgi
of what is going on outside this House
then all I can say is I am exceedinglj
sorry for the hon. member's intelli
gence. I will tell the hon. meinrbej
the reason for the remission of thii
Bill to the vote of the people. Ii
is because the people want it; enld, ai
has been stated to-night, the people arc
determined to get it. It is all very wel
for the hon. member, who was fizzing like
a champAgne bottle, to say that he wil
not have this and that. Whly could he noa
have fallen into line with other members
and voted for the remission of the Bill t
the people, when he knows the peoph
will have it? And be says : 11I am pre
pared to vote against it; I would no
have the Bill go to the people at all,'
when lie knows perfectly well that i-
must go. It would have been mudl
better for the hon. member, when he say
the feeling of the people outside, and o
hon, members in this House, to fall int
line with those hon. members, and alloy
the Bill to go from this House to th
people by a unaniimous vote. On the
subject of federation I intend to spea]
very shortly indeed, because I shall tab
an opportunity, at a later stage and ii
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another sphere, of stating my views on
that question. I shall content myself
with again saying very briefly that I am
opposed to federation tooth and nail, and
that I intend to take every constitutional
means in my power, after the Bill has
been referred to the people, to prevent
the Bill being carried, because I do not
believe in the Bill. I do not agree with
Mr. Burges altogether. I do believe that
those hon. members in this House and in
tanother place who have taken a leading
part in the advocacy of federation have
motives as conscientious as I would ask
them to give mie credit for possessing. I
believe they are conscientiously in favour
of federation. It is quite open on this
great question for persons to hare
divided opinions, because it is a difficult
question to understand, and it requires a
large amount of study. But I honestly
think the effect of federation on this
colony will be disastrous; that federation
will have the effect of practically wiping
out whatever industries we have in
the colony, of depleting our Treasury,
depleting our population, and for a time,
at all events, dealing a Very serious blow
to the colony's prosperity. That being so,
I think ever 'y right-minded. person who
has made his home in this colony, and
who looks upon this as his country,
should consider his country first before
self ; and I do not think that is altogether
the ease with every member ini favour
of federation. But people should take
the country first-the interests of the
country-and their own interests or
those of their class afterwards; and I
think they do not all do tbat. AUl, or
most of us, have the interests of this
great colony at heart. It is to our
interest to see that the colony shall
progress, shall go ahead instead of back-
ward ; and I think the effect of our
joining the federation will be to set the
colony back for many years. I should
like to take this opportunity of repeating
what I said before, that I have on num-
erous occasions discussed this question
of federation wvith persons who ought to
understand it. I have read speeches on
the subject' byr persons in favour of federa-
tion; I have read long letters in favour
of it; and I have never yet up to the
present time on any of those occasions
been able to learn of one single benefit
that 'will accrue to this colony byv its join-

ing the Commonwealth. It seeing to me
those who want this colony to go into the
federation must prove their case. They
must show us that there is in federation
somnething better for the colony than
exists at the present time. They have
not done that:- they have never been able
to do it. I have said to many of them:
" Mention to me one benefit the colony
will gain by joining the federation ?"
And the answer invariably has been:-
" Oh, well, I cannot stop to make a
speech now: I Must put it off to somue
other time." It seems to we we want
something more definite than mere senti-
nient in dealing with a question like
this. We want something practical; we
want to know at -all events that this
colonly is n ot going to J ose a great deal by
entering the federation; and we Ilnow tha~t
all the great authorities. upon this question
agree that we must, by federating, lose to
a. very large and serious extent. That
being so, I think every right-minded.
person -and I -may say without fear of
contradiction that I look upon myself as
a right-minded. person-should use every
effort that in him lies to prevent this
colony joining the union, because of the
vary disastrous results which in my
opinion must follow from its so doing.

At 6-30, the PunnN? left the Chair.

At 7A56, Chair resumed.

HO-N. A. B. KTDSON (continuing):
I desire now to only refer to two matters
of importance which have arisen in the
debate. The first is the amendmuent
which ktr. 'R. S. Haynes proposes to move
in Committee, with regard to reducing
the qualification. of residence from twelve
months to six months; and my reason
for mentioning the point is that in
spezaking on the Address-in-reply I
advocated the six-months period; hut I
now feel it inadvisable, and in fact wrong,
to endeavour to so ianend the Bill,
because that would have the effect of
delaying the passage of the measure into
law. The matter 'has been threshed
out at great length by both those who
are for and those who axe against
federation; and they have come to the
unanimous conclusion that twelve i oaths'
residence is a proper qualification. That
being so, it would be useless for us to
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pass an amendment of the kind suggested
when we know that in another place a
conclusion has been come to which is
not likely to be departed from. As to
Mr. Stone's amendmnent I intend to
oppose it, because the same difficulty
would arise, iniasmnuch as the amendment
would not be agreed to in another place,
and the passage of the Bill would be
delayed when we all desire to see it passed
into law at the earliest possible moment.
I should like, in conclusion, to say in
connection with some remarks which I
ascribed to Mr. Burges that I did so
under a misapprehension. I should have
ascribed the remarks to Mr. Demnpster,
and I say this in justice to Mr. Burges.

HON. S. J. HAYNES (South-East):
T have mnuch pleasure in supporting the
second ieading of the Bill on which,
though I formally seconded the motion,
1 do not desire to give a silent vote. I
shall. support the Bill as it has reached
us from the Assembly without amend-
ment, because I have road the measure
carefully and am satisfied it is a fair and
reasonable Bill, which will tend to allay
the unrest which has agitated this colony
for so mnany months. I thought last
session, and still think, that it was a
mistake on the part of this Rouse not to
grant the petition then submitted to us.
I was of opinion then, and I see no reason
to depart fromi that opinion, that the
public demanded a referendum, and I say,
with all respect, that the House as con-
stituted at that time, and the leading
newspapers, did not gauge the true
public, feeling. The question before
us now is not a question of whether
federation is a good thing or whether
it is a bad thing. The question hias
been discussed pretty fully before, and
the question now is purely one of whether
we are to trust the people to give a
serious and intelligent vote, which will
affect the destinies of this colony very
materially. Last session I advocated,
though I was in a minority, that the
people should be trusted. I submit,
and I am sure every one will agree with
me, that the electors of this colony are
not less intelligent or less serious than
the electors of the other colonies;- and
the people here desire to have the same
privileges that their fellow-colonists and
neighbours in the Eastern colonies have
had accorded to them. Thle people of

Western Australia felt bitterly, and do
feel bitterly, that they have not had that
opportunity; but this Bill gives the
opportunity desired. I have listened
very carefully to the various hion. mem-
bers who have spoken, and particularly
to Mr. Dempster, and there is no doubt
that gentlemnan's views with regard to
federation are more woful than the
"Lamentations of jeremiah." But Igive
the lion, member credit for conscientiously
advocating those views; anid I am
pleased that he and others have at any
rate changed their convictions, not
perhaps with respect to federation, but
with respect to the desirability of referring
the Bill to the people. Mr. Dempster
has drawn attention to the profession of
certain members of the House; and if
some of us happen to be solicitors,
perhaps it is our misfortune; but
whether that be so or not, I believe the
legal members of this House have
never let their private affairs or self-
advancement guide themt in any one
of their votes. I do not think for a
moment that Mr. Dempster, who is
usually generous in his remarks, desired
to say anything ungenerous, but his
words conveyed the impression that cer-
tain legal members of the House were
voting for the Bill, and are supporting
federation, in order to bring " grist to their
mill." I am sure, however, the hion.
member did not intend really what he
said; and while I accord to Mr. flempster
and other gentlemen who think with him
the credit of speaking conscientiously,
strongly, and honourably in an opposite
manner to myself, I demand and ask the
same appreciation of my conscientiousness
and that of other members. For myself
I think federation would be the best
thing that could happen to this colony ;
but the question whether federation would
be the best thing or not remains for
decision at the ballot box ; and the
electors of this colony should have an
opportunity of saying "yes"~ or "no."
The electors will exercise this privi-
lege if granted to them, carefully, and
will vote, so far .as their intelligence
goes, for the best interests of the
colony. It has also been said that
those who are supporting this movement
and desire federation are " agitators,
members for the goldfields," and so on.
But I believe the people on the goldfields
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are equally honest with people anywhere
else; sad the petition which has been
referred to was signed not only on the
goldfiolds, but on the coast and in other
portions of the colony, and further it was
signed by men who have a considerable
stake in the colony. I signed it, and
what little I have is in this colony, and
though that little does not, perhaps,
compare with the wealth of Mr. Dempster,
may vote will be given quite as honestly
ais will his. Man's conscience should
not be gauged by his possessions. How-
ever, I do not think it necessary to
labour the question at the present time.
I listened to the suggestions made by
hion. members, and the only one made
by Mr. Barges was practically that the
hours for obtaining certificates should be
extended from 6 o'clock in the evening
until 9 o'clock. But 6 o'clockc is quite
late enough. and if 9 o'clock had been
proposed in the Bill, 12 o'clock would
have been sug~ested, and it would be
scarcely worth while to return the Bill
with such an amtendmnent. A. suggestion
was made by Mr. Stone, which somewhat
met with may approval, namely that those
who desired to vote might obtain cer-
tificates practically up to the moment
of polling; but on reconsideration I think
that this is scarcely a material point. If
people are too indolent to get a certificate
within practically 24 hours of the polling
day, Sunday being a dice non, they
deserve to lose the liberty of eecsn
the franchise. If people who desire
to exercise the franchise do not get
their electors' rights, the same thing
will happen on both sides: some in favour
of federation will neglect to obtain their
certificates and others not in favour will
do so, so honours are even. I trust the
Bill will pass without amendment, and I
think the result will be the adoption of
federation, a result which I sincerely
trust will be realised, because the woes,
pains, penalties, and troubles which Mr.
Dempster anticipates will never reach us.
While believing federation to be to our
best initerests, I at the same time respect
opposite opinions as conscientiously ex-
pressed.

How. J. W. HACKETT (South-
West):- I shall not delay the House
very many niinutes in the few remarks
I have to make, but I am unwilling
to give a silent vote on the question.

I venture to express the opinion,
and. probably this will be the last
time I shall do so, either in this House
or on the platform -I venture to
give utterance to a deep expression of
regret that the Bill now before us will be
passed without a division, a Bill which
will give the franchbise to every adult in
the country, and will result, I have not
the slightest scintilla of doubt, in the
adoption of the federation scheme by a
large majority in Western Australia, I
say that I once more venture to voice
my regret that we are going to adopt
federation without somie moure favour-
able terms for this colony than are
embodied in the Commonwealth Bill.
It seems to me that Western Australia
is at the present time too weak-, that we
are too distant, and will be altogether too
over-weighted to make that dlue impres-
sion in the councils of federation, a
position which would result in our being
unable to fight those extraordinary diffi-
culties which this colony has to face in
becoming a rich and powerfuli element of
the Commonwealth; and I venture further
to say that few more lamentable things
have occurred thanl the vote that took
place in this House last session, by which
first of all thie proposal was rejected
which would have permitted this House
to express itself in favour of sending the
amended Bill-I mean the Premiers' Bill
as amended by the Joint Commnittee -to
the country, expressing an opinion in
favour of that course being adopted, and
consequently suspnding that action until,
in the words of the further resolution,
negotiations were opened up with the
Eastern colonies to see how far further
terms could be secured. I am not going
back upon the history of that session,
nor am I going to cast it up as a reproach
to any gentleman who no doubt gave a
vote conscientiously on that occasion;
but I do think that if those two motions
had been adopted, we should have secured
the termis without which it is not advan-
tageous and without which I venture to
say it is barely safe for Western Australia
to enter the Commonwealth.

HON. W. MALEY: It is their only hope,
How. J. W. HACKETT: That opens

up a thesis which would be too lengthy
for me to introduce into the course of my
argument. Nodoubtthehion. member be-
fore the debate closes will give his argu ina
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in favour of the theory that federation is
our only hope-I do not know whether I
gather correctly that it was in this world or
the next. I cannot see much cause for it in
this world, at least for some time to
come, but that matter is now set by.
We shall have federation under the
terms prescribed in the Commonwealth
Bill, and we shall certainly, I trust we
shall endeavour that

Out of this nettle Danger we pluck the flower Safety.
The question now arises, what is the
other alternative to he taken ? If those
terms were not secured, it was open to us
either to remain out of the federation
for several years until that strength was
secured for this colony which would have
made as something like an equal partner
in the federation, or to take the further
step of proceeding with the Bill imnme-
diately and entering the Commonwealth
as an original State. Looking all round,
I think the issue before us to-night is
not whether the Bill shall be sent to the
people, for that is a foregone conclusion,
but whether when we give our votes on
the second reading we are prepared to do
our best to -secure the admission of
Western Australia as an original State
into the federation or not. I rise this
evening-and it was my Main object in
rising -to state that so far as I can see,
the alternative of waiting for one or two
or more years is out of the question, and
there only remains for us to enter as an
original State, and do our host when we
have adopted that course. I have never
concealed my conviction that federation
has enormnous: advantages to offer us if
we accept. it. Neither have I concealed
from. myself- also the peculiar dangers in
which we stand. If the issue is simply
whether we are to stand out for a rear or
two, or whether when England urges us,
Australia requires it, and our own people
desire it, we shall enter the federation,
and enter it at once, I do not hesitate for
a moment to give my suiff rage in favour
of the latter course.

How. H. Luxw: Find out first
whether the people do desire it.

HON. J. WV. HACKETT: That of
course will only be shown on the polling
day. But nothing I have heard this
evening, nothing I have read in the
last few weeks, nothing which has come
to mne from the peculiar sources of
informnattion which a newspaper' editor

always possesses, leads me to doubt for a
moment that the majority in favour of
federation will be at least two to one, and
I fancy it wilt approach more nearly three
to one. That is uriy opinion, and we
shall see on the polling day whether it is
correct. I am. not disposed to sit down
and cry over spilt milk. I reogie that
the entering as an Original Stt fers us
advantages which it would be an absurd
extreme of folly to refuse at the present
moment. First of all it secures us in the
Senate a representation beyond the reach,
I was almost going to say, of mortal man.
The Bill provides that for all time the
Act shall last we shall have that repre-
sentation. No human power short of a
revolution can take it away from us. As
to the representation in the House of
Representatives, according to the quota
that is almost certain to be adopted, we
are now entitled to four members in that
House, and the Bill only assures us five.
But beyond that we shalt have the ines-
timable advantage of having an early
voice in the selection of the capital, in the
training of the federal tariff, in the
moulding of large social measures which
will certainly occupy the first or second
session of the Federal Parliament, and
what is certainly not less than any of
these, in helping to select the first Gov-
ernment that is to rule over federated
Australia. I have the stromngest opinion
that it will become the practice of the
Commonwealth to select among its seven
Ministers of State, one at least represent-
ing each colony; and to that Western
Australia may look forward. That she
would have lost, if she had remained out-
side the conditions of an original State.
I have only a word or two more to
say, that being that so far as this
Bill is concerned, unless the amendments
brought forward are designed to and will
succeed in giving fuller and better effect
to its intentions, I shall vote against
them all seriatim. If it canl he shown
that the Bill will be immensely improved,
if it can be shown that it is really in need
of one of those amendments, then I shall
be prepared to consider and probably to
vote in favour of such amendment; but,
so far as I can see, with some changes
which can be ma-de outside the Bil, all
the objections brought against the mea-
sure sent up to us from another place can
be met and dealt with in a more or less

Secondreadiny.
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Satisfactory fashion. I Shall certainly
not support any proposal for a majority
clause or proportionate voting. I am not
prepared at this stage to rais artificial
restrictions between the people and the
referendum. I am not prepared to con-
struct a hedge between the people and
the country they desire to leap into,
simply that they may have a little more
trouble in climibing over it. I amn pre-
pared to abide by a straightforward,
simple and cadid " ye" or "no" as to
whether the adults of Western Australia
are in favour of federation or not. Under
these circumstances I am prepared to
mnaintain the Bill as it is. I ami pre-
pared, further, to endeavour to give effect
to the Bill, and what poor services I have
shall certainly be at the disposal of my
own colony in deriving the very best
terms that can be derived from a measure
and a, course which I look on with a great
deal of doubt, but perhaps on the whole
with as inuch confidence as I do the Bill
now before us.

Question-that the Bill be read a
second time-put, and passed without
disseut.

Bill read a. second time.
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, ELECTION.

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Ranclell) ;In accordance with the
wishes of hion. mnembers of this House,
I now have the pleasure of moving that
the Hon. BI. Briggs he appointed Chair-
man of Committees. I believe that the
selection made by the House is as good as
possible. Mr. Briggs should by this
timae be acquainted* with the forms of the
House and with what is required of
him as Chairman .of Committees, whose
position is second only to that of Presi-
dent. The duties are of great importance,
and I venture to say that if Mr. Briggs
be elected by the House, as I believe he
will, hie will occupy that chair and
decide impartildly between member and
member on any questions which are
brougoht before hint. I do not think I
need say more than express mny pleasure
in proposing the hon. gentleman as
Chairman of Committees.

How. R. S. HAYNES: I have much
pleasure in seconding the motion moved.
Inasinuch as the time is short, and there
is a good deal of business before us, I do
not propose to say anything more than

*that the House is unanimous in its choice
of Mr. Briggs, and I think we could not
have made a better selection.

Question put and passed.
HON. H. BRIGGS took the Chair.

(General applause.)
THE CHAIRMWAN: I beg to return

mny sincere thanks for the manner iii
which you have honoured me by your
confidence, and I willing-ly place mny
services at your disposal.

IN COMMITTEE ON THE BILL.

Clauses 1 to 5, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 6-Existing rolls to be used:
Ho.N. R. S. HAYNES moved: that

the following words be inserted after
"1899 ":-

In cluding also the names of all persionis
lawfully added thereto by proclamation or
otherwise, now or hereafter to) he niade in
purosanoe of the said Act.
At present a, large number of ratepayersi
had been removed from the ratepayers'
lists of the city of Perth ; he believed
also from the ratepayers' lists of Fre-
mantle, Kalgoorlie, and Coolgardie, and
of several other imaportant towns in the
colony. These names had been removed
in consequence of a misunderstanding of
the construction to be placed on Section
37 of the Municipal Institutions Act
1895. There was a confict of opinion
about this section, and several by-laws
were passed by the various municipal
councils directing when the lists Should
he made up. These lists were made up
and transmitted to the electoral registrars,
and Copied on to the rolls, thus becoming
lists for the election of members of
Parliament. By some inadvertence no
less than 618 na~mes had been excluded
from the ratepayers' list of the city
of Perth; and not only had they been
excluded from the ratepayers'list, but con-
sequently from the parliamentary electoral
lists. If this Bill were referred to the
electors of Perth, for example, 618 people
would go to the polling booth and find
that they were not on the rolls. It might
be said, and with some force, that pro-
vision was made by Clause 7 for any
person not on the roll to apply to the
Electoral Registvar and obtain a voter's
certificate. That was true; but his
answer to that was: judging from past
experiences it was unlikely that 618
people would take the trouble to attend
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before the Electoral Registrar to place
their namnes an the roll. Assuming that
these people did attend on the Electoral
Registrar to obtain certificates, was it
reasonable that we should compel 618
ratepayers of Perth, and probably a,
similar number in Fremantle and a
similar number in Kalgoorlie and Cool-
gardie, to go the trouble of getting
voters' certificates, and applying to be
placed on the roll, when by the amend-
ment suggested their namnes would be
at once placed on the roll ? Why
asirk 2,000 or 8,000 people tW get certifi-
ca~tes when votes could be given themn in
this Simple manner? It was the intention
of the Committee to see that every person
bona fieh entitled to vote-householders
residing in towns-should receive votes,
and that no obstacle should be placed in
their way, or any trap laid f or them.
There had been a good deal of commotion
over this matter, and a good many persons
might avail themselves of the provisions
of Clause 7; but if, by a simple amend-
ient which did not -alter the spirit
of the 'Bill, and did not affect it at all,
but only increased the number of people
called on to exercise their right, if that
was the only obj ect of the alteration, then
he had the sympathy of hon. members.
He could not see any objection to the
amnendment, if it was the intention of
Parliament to submit the Bill to the
people entitled to vote. It might be said
that this would delay the Bill, but it
would not if this amendment were passed.
The amendment would be considered in
another place, and if members in another
place took upon themselves the responsi-
bility of preventing people from voting,
then the responsibility must rest with
them. This amendment was moved in
pursuance of a. resolution passed at a
ratepayers' meeting in the city. of Perth,
to carry out the wishes of the ratepayers.
In approving this amendment the City
Council were discharging their duty so
far as in them lay. The reason this
Kindment became necessary was in con-
sequence of the Electoral Act of 1899.
Hie took it that the rolls which -would be
used for the referendum were the rolls at
present in force, and these rolls were
revised at the last sitting of die Revision
Court. There seemied to be some doubt
about that.

THE Co.LoNirs SEciLEAnRYc: TherE
could he no doubt about that, he thought.

HoNq. R. S. HAYNES: Then there
was an end of it. If the rolls to be used
were those which were revised at the last
sitting of the Revision Court-

SEVERAL MEMBEBS: No; the existing
rolls.

HON. R. S. HAY.NES: The Colonial
Secretary had stated the rolls were those
revised at the last revision court.

T.HE COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had
thought so, hut he believed he was wrong.
They were the rolls that were revised on
the 17th May, but whether they were
revised under the old Act or the new Act
he could not say.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES. Still, from
those rolls there were 618 ratepayers'
names missing.

Ho0N, C. E. Dnwnvuu:. Perhaps they
were men who had gone out of the colony.

HON. R. S. HIAYNES: No; they were
na-mes of men who had not gone out of
the colony.

HON. VV. MALEY: Some were in the
cemetery, perhaps.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: No; they were
alive, and were entitled to be on the roflh.
If that were so it wats necessary that
Somle provision should be made in Clause
6 for the purpose of providing that the
names of these persons and other persons
disfranchised should be on the roll. If
the roll was that revised on 17th May,
then there was all the more reason why
the amendment should be passed, because
that roll was, he believed, a delusion and
a snare. He had asked for leave to intro-
duce a measure amending the Municipal
Institutions Act, so as to fit inl, so to
speak, with the present amendment. In
that Bill provision was made empowering
the council at any time to cause a list of
all persons liable to pay rates within
a municipality to be made and trans-
mitted to the Electoral Registrar.

HON. R. G. Bunoms: Did that only
apply to Perth?

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: To all munici-
palities. If the amendment he suggested
was carried, the chief objection be had
urged against the clause would be removed.
He understood that another amendment
was about to be moved of a more drastic
and sweeping character. If his amend-
mnent were carried it would not affect the
merits of the Bill, but would afford
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greater facilities for those persons not
on the rolls, to be added.

HON. M. L. Moss asked by wbat
section of the Act of 1899 the Governor
was empowered to make the proclamation
mentioned by Mr. Haynes ?

EON. R. S. HAYNES: Under Section
31 of the present Electoral Act, the clerk
of the municipality must, in December of
each year, compile a list of all who had
paid their rates, and of all who occupied
premises and had not paid. their rates--
an alphabetical list of all persons holding
rateable property within the mnanicipality.
Under the old Act the list consisted merely
of persons who had paid their rates;
under the new it included all who held
ratable property. The list was to be
transmitted to the Electoral Registrar,
and, under Section 34, the namnes when
received would be forthwith placed on
the electoral roll, which imimediately
becamne the voters' list. Presumably the
list would be subject to revision.

HON. J. W. HaoxsETv: It Would go
through the ordinary stages.

HON. it. S. HAYNES: By Section 164
the Governor might, by proclamation,
direct that the list be sent in at any time
from July to December. It might be
urged this was only for the purposes of
the first general election. That was true;
but if done for that election the names
must be placed on the roll, and by this*
Bill the persons on that roll would be
entitled to vote in the referend un; and
this amendment was the only means by
which the 618 disfranchised ratepayers
could be pat on the roll, for it would
enable the Government to do so by pro-
clamation.

HON. C. A. Pimssr: Why not register
everybody ?

HON. M. L. MOSS: The amendment
was desirable if it would achieve its pur-
pose, hut evidently it would not do so.
In effect it desired the Government to
issue a proclamation under Section 164
of the Act of 1899, to make additions. to
rolls in existence at the commencement
of that Act. The rolls passed by the
revision court on or about the 17th May
were compiled under the Act of 1895, and
the amendment desired, by proclamation
under the Act of 1899, to make more
complete rolls compiled under the Act of
1895. That could not be done. Clause
7 of the Bill would enable everyone who

desired it to get on the roll. Mr. Haynes
stated there was in Fremantle also a num-
ber of disfranchised ratepayers. Person-
ally, he (Mr. Moss) desired to see every-
one on the roll, and did not oppose the
amendment in order to hinder their enrol-
ment. But some people were very
apathetic in the matter of registering,
and while anything that could be done to
facilitate registration was desirable, let
the Committee consider whether a procla-
mnation made -under the Act passed in
1899, which could only have reference to
rolls prepared under that Act, would have
the effect of adding names. to rofls pre-
pared under the Act of 1895. He would
vote against the amendment.

HON. J. W. HACKETT; Mr. Haynes's
amendment would hardly meet the case.
The proclamation would be made under
one Act, and would have reference to and
deal with rolls compiled under a previous
Act. How could that he effective ?

HON. R. S.BArk~s: The present Act
provided that the old rolls should be the
-rolls under the new Act.

HON. J. W. HACKETT :But the old
rolls could only be touched or altered by
authority.

HONv. Rt. S. HAvxEs: The old rolls
became the rolls under the new Act.

HoN;. J. W. HACKETT:- And to that
extent the rolls referred to either Act.
He feared Mr. Haynes was bringing Town
Hall broils into the federal company.

How. R. S. HAYNES: Nonsense!
'HoN. J, W. HACKETT: If there were

any danger of injustice, let the 618
ratepayers struck off be naotified by
advertisement in one of the daily papers
of the necessity for their registering
afresh. Hie trusted hon. members would
not consider this a selfish quggestion.

HoN. A. P. MATHEsow: No one read
those papers.

Hoe. T. W. HACKETT: The hon.
member did, and sometimes lost his
breakfast in consequence. Such an ad.
vertisement would be widely read. The
amnendment opened a hurge question, and,
if carried, it was not clear whether
another lplace would understand what the
Committee wer driving at, for the
amendment really referred to the other
Bill which the hon. member (Mr. 'Haynes)
had in his portfolio; and it was desired
to asked the Committee to take that Bill
onl trust.

I
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TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
While the Government had every desire
to give as many as possible the right to
vote in the referendum, be feared the
amendment would create considerable
difficulty. The mover hesitated slightly
after getting Clause 164 in his hands.
The amendment would go further than
had already been stated, by enabling the
Governor to override specific arrange-
ments for the control of the referendum'
or of parliamentary elections, by taking
the procedure, as it were, out of the
hands of the Legislature and giving it
over to the Ministry of the day.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: True, if it were
done by proclamation.

HoNq. It. S. Hnnvs: But the Act had
been passed.

Tun COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Evidently the amendment aimed a direct
blow at the principle of the Electoral
Act.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: The machinery
was provided by the Act itself.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Moreover, there was no guarantee that
the Bill to be intr-oduced by Mr. Haynes
would be passed either here or in another
place. If rejected, then the Bill now
before the Committee would be returned
in order that this amendment, if incor-
porated therei, might be expunged; the
result being that the Enabling Bill might
be hung up for a considerable time.

HoN. U. S. HAYN Es: It had been hung
up for three years without complaint.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
bon, member himself had complained of
the delay.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: And now there
was too much haste.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
'was not conceivable that any Bill. could
be introduced which was not susceptible
of improvement.

HoN. A. B. KIDsoN: Then it was our
duty to imrv it,

THE COOIAL SECRETARY: It
was generally allowed this was a liberal
measure, which amply provided for every
person voting; and he must object to
any action which, to an extent, would
pauperise the people by enabling them,
without effort, to avail themselves of the
right and privilege of voting. At present
every adult. in the colony was so seized
with the importance of voting "1yes " or

" Ino" on the Bill, that it was not reaso
able to suppose many would neglect t
take the necessary steps to enable the'
to vote in the referendum; and Clause
made ample provision for registratioi
He had thought of Mr. Hackett's sugge,
tion to notify the 418 persons who 'b
somle means had been struck off the roll
but surely every voter in Perth and els(
where would ascertain whether he was c
was not on the roll, and to ascertain the
would be easy. The amendment we
unnecessary, and would not effect th
purpose in view.

HON. R. S. HAYNES:. Notwithstaid
ing the speech of Mr. Moss, he (M:
Haynes) still adhered to his own opiniot
as this was a matter on which he hla
perhaps spent considerably mlore tim
than the hon. member. He had1 n'
introduiced the amendment without du
consideration, and it was the only mean
by which the 618 ratepayers could t
enrolled. Some of those ratepayers wer
the very persons who had returned th
bon. member to the House, and surely ni
member would tell his electors he ha
refused to vote for an amendment whic
would place on the rolls these 618 di
franchised electors. flow many peopl
knew where the Electoral Registrar's offic
was situated ?

HON. R. G. Eu noss: If one asked
some of the Government offices, one cool
not find out.

Hos. F. WHITCJOD1E said he dhi
covered the Registrar's office last week.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
There was a large signboard painted
front of the Registrar's office, an
another hanging over the footpath.

Hoiv. R. S, HAYNES: But where wm
the office?

Taz COLONIIAL SECRETARY: I
Hay-street, near the Mechanics' lastitut
and the fact bad been advertised in tt
newspapers.

Honi. R. S. HAYNES repeated that I
did not think half a dozen members, n(
even -above two, in the Hou-se knew whei
the Registrar's office was.

THE COLON I& SECRETARYX: They kno
now.

Ho&. R. S. IfAYNES:- But lion. men
hers did not know before, and if ho:-
members did not know, how could ti
electors be expected to have the info
niation ? At the last election son
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members of the House, on going to vote,
found they were not on the roll,

How. A. B. RwDSON said he was one of
those.

Ho-N B . S. HiAYNES: -if that could
occur in the case of Mr. Widson, was it to
be wondered at that benighted electors in
the wilds of West Perch did not know they
were not onl the rollsP The charge had
been reiterated against the House at every
election at which he had -een present,
that hon. members tried to gag the people
and keep them off the roll, and endea-
voured to get measures decided by a circle
as small and sacred as possible. That
charge was indignantly denied by every
candidate before the electors, in the
House.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: IIt Was to
be hoped the hon. memnber repudiated the
charge.

Hozq. R. S. HAYNES: If the Colonial
Secretary, when he went before his elec-
tors the next time, was asked some
question on this point, and hie (Hon. R. S.
Haynes) was present, he would refer to
the present discussion. It was, entirely
for the House to decide whether or not
this favour should be granted to the
electors, not only of Porth but of other
towns. If the House would not grant
that favour, lie had discharged his duty,
and had simply to submit to what he
considered 'was a~n injustice. He could
see that hon. members did not want to
discuss this question at any very great
length, and he did not wish to prolong
the business; but he firmly believed that
this amendment would have the desired
effect, and that if it were not agreed to,
these people could not be placed on the
rolls unless they came forward under
Clause 7. If this amendment were not
passed, another amendment, which would
have a more swe-eping effect, would be
moved.

How. A. B. KIDSOIN said he did not
desire to create difficulties, but only to
ask for information, because the effect of
the amendment did not appear quite clear
to him. The proclamation only applied
to things required under the Act of 1899,
anud one thing required by the Act was
hardly the placing of ratepayers on the
roll by proclamnatiou. At present it was
not quite clear under what authority the
proclamaution was going to work.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON:- Nothing
would have given him greater pleasure
than tq vote in support of Mr. Haynes's
amendment, had hie (Mr. Matheson)
really believed the amendment would
have the result Mr. Haynes believed it
would; but it was practically clear to
him (Hon. A. P. Matheson) at any rate
that no such result would be achieved,
and Mr. Moss had clearly set out the
position. The rolls to be used were the
roll s of the 1895 Act, revised on the third
Tuesday in May.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: They were now
the rolls under the present Act,

HON. A. P. MATHESON. But they
were not to be used in this election as the
rolls under the present Act, and the rolls
that this particular Bill'was gigto deal
with were rolls of the 1895 Acit, revised
on the I17th May.

How. R. S. HArNES: The Same rolls,
exactly.

How. A. P. MATHESON: But the
Electoral Act of 1899, even if it could be
interpreted in the way Mr. Haynes sug-
gested, only provided for altering the
Electoral Act of 1899, not that of 1895,
as revised; and thesAe particular rolls being
the rolls undler which this election was
going to be conducted, it was clear Mr.
Moss was right, and it would be imnpos-
sible to legally amend those rolls by any
proclamation under the Electoral Act of
1899. If the course proposed could be
adopted satisfactorily he would be the
-very first person to support the amend-
ment,' because those ratepayers had been
most scandalously treated by the City
Counci, who appeared to have gone
considerably out of their way to strike
them off the roll; and there was no
doubt it would be, as Mr. Haynes
had pointed out, a, very great hard-
Ship to those people if they were com-
pelled to find the Registrar's office, and
apply for certificates. But he was afra id
that was the only alternative, and if, as
some mnembers had said, these people
had not the energy to walk to Hay
Street and apply for electors' certificates,
they perhaps did not deserve as much
sympathy as they otherwise would.

HON. Sin G. SHENTON; One wav
out of the difficulty had been over-
looked. It was the wish of members
that every facility should be given to
electors for recording their votes, and
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those 618 electors were suffering under
hardship through no fault of their own;i
but the next clause gave them powet to get
on the rol, and he suggested that their
names should be advertised, so that they
might have an opportunity of seeing from
public prints that their names had been
removed. But a greater hardship might be
involved, seeing that the ladies, under the
Bill, had the right to vote on this question,
and it would be a pity if any a~mendment
were brought forward which would have
the effect of delaying the measure;
because it -was the wish of everybody that
tis question should go to the people and
be settled as quickly as possible.

HoN. M. L. MOSS suggested as a comn-
promise that the Colonial Secretary should
give an assurance that to each of the 618
electors, a specially prepared circular
should be sent by the Registrar, inform-
ing them that their names had been
struck off the municipal roll, and conse-
queatly off the electoral roll, and that on
application to the authority mentioned in
the Bill, they would be given voters'
certificates.

How,. W. MALESY: The City Council
appeared to have done all the things which
they ought not to have done, and left
undone those things which they ought to
have done. They were wrong in striking
the names off the roll, and it was their
duty to draw the attention of these
electors to the fact, instead of troubling
the House as they had. A circular sent
out by the City Council notifying those
persons that their names had been
inadvertently struck off the roll would
have the effect of causing them to apply
to the Electoral Registrar under Clause 7;
and he was pleased to see that Mr. R. S.
Haynes had so successfully influenced
the City Council as to have apparently
induced them to give him a brief to
remedy matters. This discussion would
do a vast amount of good, and in the end
those people would get on the roll,
because they, unlike residents in the
country, would have no difficulty in going
to the Registrar,

Quiestion-that tlq words proposed to be
inserted be inserted-put and negatived.

MR. WEITOMfBE moved that the
clause be struck out. He did not approve
of the rolls being used, if it were only for
the reason that there was ample provision
in Clause 7 for every person to take out

his certificate and exercise his vote. By
the use of existing rolls, it would be
possible for persons who had a vote in
more than one electoral district, to vote in
each of those districts without any
reasonable chance of detection, because if
thefe was to be the usual process of
detection pursued by the Returning
Officer, it would be necessary for him to
examine every roll and compare them with
the voters' papers; so that it Would be
practically impossible to detect any
improper voting. If, as had been shown,
more thanl two-thirds of tile electors
would have to obtain voters' certificates,
it was difficult to see why the other one-
third should not do the same, and thus
do away with the possibility of plural
voting.

Motion negatived, and the clause
passed.

Clause 7-Voters' certificates:
HoN. F. M. STONE: It was his in-

tention to submit ain amnendieut deaing
with the question he mentioned when
speaking on the second reading. 'Under
the clause a person could obtain a voter's
certificate by applying on certain days
and hours up to the 28th Jully, or two
dlays before polling day. He proposed to
muake three amendments in the clause,
to) enable any voter to obtain a voter's
certificate on polling day. That would
do away with much of the objectioii
made with reference to the disfranchised
voters referred to by Mr. Haynes. It
would simplify the matter very much,
and we should not have hearthurnings
afterwards. Supposing a person resided
80 or 40 miles from Perth, he would
under this clause have to come into Perth
to get a voter's certificate, if he wras not
on the roll, and then he would have to
come in again on polliug-day to record
his vote. What objections could there be
to the amendment he proposed, namely
that any person could obtain a certificate
on the day of polling ? Persons forgot
to see if thieir nmes were on the roll;
and supposing on the day of polling a
person came to vote and found that his
name was not on the roll-as doubtless
would be the case with very many persons
-such person would, if the amendment
were carried, go to the returning officer,
who would tell him hie was not on the roll,
and then the person would go to someone
appointed and obtain a voter's certificate,
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which he would take to the returning
officer, and then he would vote. Why
should the provision as to two days
before the polling have been put into
this clause?~ When the voting paper-
thus obtained was taken to the return-
ing officer, that officer would put the
person's name down on the list, together
with the number of his voting paper,
and that system would prevent any
person from voting, twice. These lists
fromn thle returning officers could be
compared afterwards, and it could be
ascertained whether any person had
voted twice; hut one felt sure that on an
occasion like this no person would do so.
We weire told that we must not amend
this Bill in any way. that if we did so we
should jeopardise it, or something of the
kind. But what were we here forP If
there was a chance of making the voting
easier under this Bill, it was the bounden
duty of the Committee to do so. Under
Clauise 8 there seemed to be an exception
in regard to any person who was on the
electoral roll, because, under that clause,
if such a person was 30 miles away, he
could vote by going before a resident
magistrate. But supposing a person was
not on the roll. In Perth alone there
were 600 off the list-in fact nearly 700,
and goodness knew how many wore-and
under Clause 8 not one of those 700
would be able to vote if he could not come
in on polling day. As had been pointed
out, even sonic of the members of the
House did not know where the electoral
registrar was; yet a man bad to come in
first of all and hunt about for the
electoral registrar, and find him to get a
certilicate, and then he would have to
come in again. on the polling day;
whereas if the amendment proposed were
carried, lie would simply go to the polling
booth, and, if not on the list, go to a.
person authorised by the Government to
issue certificates, and obtain a, certificate,
and then go and vote.

How. R. S. HAv~wns: That was done in
Victoria.

Hor;. F. M. STONE: If the lion.
member (Mr. Hackett) was sincere mn
the wish that if he saw any chance of
amending this Bill so as to make voting
easier he would do it, that hon. member
s~hould be the first to Support the amend-
ment. He moved that after "resides,"
in line 8, there be inserted - or from any

person appointed for such purpose by the*
Governor." Of course, in small country
districts the returning officer could be
appointed, because the amount of voting
would be very small; but in the larger
towns it would be necessary to appoin t
persons to issue these certificates, so that
the returning officer could carry out the
other duties which would devolve upon
him.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Clause 2 seemed to him to provide for
what was advocated by thle hon. member
(Mr. Haynes). The interpretation of
the words " assistant registrar" was "a
person appointed as such for the purposes
of this Act uinder the powers conveyed
by the Electoral Act, 1899, Section 158."

HON. R?. S. RAYNEs: The Electoral
Act of 1899 did not apply.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
had no other Electoral Act to work on.
There was no necessity for this amend -
meut. We all knew the weakness of
most pebple, especially electors, who
deferred to the last moment the oppor-
tunity of exercising their electoral rights.
The result of the amendment, if passed,
would be that the polling places would
be crowded. People would put off apply-
ing for their certificates to the last hour,
the consequence being that the polling-
booth would be so crowded that persons
anxious to record their votes would be
shut out from so doing.

How. R. S. HAYNES: Let there be
more polling places.

This COLONIAL SECRETARY:- Very
numerous polling places would be pro-
vided, but no number of polling-booths
in the world would make people go to the
poll sooner than they were inclined to go.

HoN. R, S. HA.wms: What was pro-
posed under the amendment was done in
Victoria.

How. A. B. KIDsoR:- Let not the. hon.
member quote Victoria.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:- The
bion. member (Mr. R. S. Haynes) now
quoted Victoria; but on other occasions
when Victoria was mentioned, that gen-
tleman nearly always took the opportunity
of disclaiming any regard for the legisla-
tion of Victoria.

HON. RL. S. HAYNES: There were
exceptions to every rule.

THEm COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There were, he believed, to be six weeks
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after this Bill became law to enable the I
electors of the colony to obtain their
voting certificates. 2Each week during
that time persons would have the oppor-
tunity of applying for certificates between
9 and 4 o'clock on five week days, and
between 9 and 6 o'clock on Saturdays;
and it was only reasonjable to expect
the voters of the colony to use the
opportunities afforded by this clause
to obtain their rights. There would be
disappointment in the voting, whatever
system was adopted, owing to the usual
apathy and indifference of the electors.
He hoped the House would not tonsent
to the amendment, because it was not
required, and be believed mnembers were
satisfied that the Bill fairly and honestly
provided for all the emergencies and
exigencies of the case. There was an objec-
tion to the adoption of any amendment
mnthis Bill unless it was extremely impor-
taut, for any amendment would have the
effect of retarding. the passage of the
measure.

HON. F. WarrooxusIR: Bly one day.
THE COLONIAL SECRETA-RY: We

wanted to give as much time as possible
for electors to qualify themselves to vote
at the referendum. The amendment was
not of sufficient importance to require
us to give it a place in this Bill, for
every provisi on had beeni made in Clause
7 to enable persons not on the roll to
obtain certificates.

HON. B. S. HAYNES- According to
the remarks of the Colonial Secretary
there was no necessity for the existence
of the Legislative Couincil at all. The
lion. gentleman said this Bill must be
passed as it stood at present.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
H10N. rP. WuITCOMBE: Tire Colonial

Secretary did not say, that. What he
said was that the Bill must not be
amended.

HON. R. S. HAYNEiS: Quite right:
lie bowed to the correction. The hion.
gentleman was not the first leader of the
House who had said that we should not
amend a Bill; but how often had the
leader of the House said that a Bill was
not to be -aeded, and the House had
told the leader that the Bill should be
amended if the House deemed it necessary
to amend it. After waiting- three years
the Colonial Secretary came down and
wanted us to pass this measure through

at one sitting. He (Mr. Haynes) was
told that he was quite wrong in the
amendment he moved a few moments ago,
that the Electoral Act of 1899 did not
apply to this Bill; and yet the Colonial
Secretary, after making that statement
and urging it as a reason why his amend-
ment should not be accepted, actually
urged that Mr. Stone's amendment should
not be accepted because it was provided
for by Clause 2 of this Bill. What did
Clause 2 say ? It said that an assistant
registrar was "1a person appointed as
such for the purposes of this Act under
the powers conveyed by the Electoral Act,
1899, Section 158." How could the
Electoral Act of 1899 apply to this Bill?
Section 158 said " the Minister may ap-
point such officers or persona ats may to
him appear necessary for the purpose of
assisting any returning officer or registrar
in the performance of his duties, or other-
wise for carrying this Act into effect."
The Act there referred to was the Electoral
Act of 1899, which was not yet in force.
Mr. Stone's suggestion was that the
Governor might appoint other persons
besides electoral registrars to issue elec-
tors' certificates, which was a step in the
right direction, as it widened the oppor-
trinities of people to get on the rolls. He
could not see any valid objection to the
amendment. The only objection raised.
was that it would have the effect of
introducing an amendment to the Bill.
He supposed the Colonial Secretary was
under marching orders, that he had been
told to force the Bill down the throats of
lion. members whether they liked it or
not, and to send it back without amend-
ment. Were members like a. lot of school-
boys to put up with anything like that ?
Frequently we had passed measures
through this House and then found that
we had made a mistake. The spirit of
the House seemed just now to he jocose.
There did not seemi to be any intention of
approaching the Bill with anything like
decorum, especially on the part of several
members. Members laughed at anything
that was proposed, but they swallowed
anythinug which the Government brought
forward. The amendment was a fair and
reasonable one, and the only objection to
it was that the Government did not want
any, amendment in the Bill at all. He
had previously shown that what appeared
to be the only valid reason against tire
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amendment was not a val reason at
all,

HoN. A. B. RIDSONf: Mr. Heaynes. bad
exercised wise discretion in leaving the
question to hon. members to decide; for
if the lion, member had not done so he
would have landed himself in a difficulty.
There was a. greater objection to the
amendment than had been stated by Mr.
Haynes. If there was any member of
the Oommiittee more than another whose
amendment he would care to support
lbecause of the attention which would be
bestowed upon it before it was introduced,
it was Mr. Stone; but there was an
objection to the amendment. He under-
stood it was preparatory to another
amendment givring the right to obtain
electors' certificates uip to and on the
date of the referendum. That would
not do, because all knew that electors
did not roll up as fast to the poll as was
always perhaps desirable. People left
matters of this kind till nearly' the end,
then trouble arose in order to get votes,
and as a consequence a number of people
who desired to vote were not able to do
so. This was instanced. in the recent
election for the Metropolitan province,
when numbers of people were unable to
get to the poll to vote because they
came so late. If the amendment were
carried, not only would there be the
crush in connection with the voting, but
persons would be rushing to obtain
electors' certificates, perhaps in thle same
bhall where the voting was taking place.
If that was not creating a, difficulty, he
did not knqw what was. Two days
before the refereudum. took place was
quite close enough to obtain certifi-
cates.

How. B. McLARTY: If there -was.
any real necessity for the amendment lie
would give it his heartiest support, as he
desired to see every -facility given for
electors to obtain votes; but every facility
was given by- Clause 7 of the Bill. The
amendment would lead to confusion.
Out of the 618 disfranchised electors
which had been mentioned by Mr.
Hlaynes, if the amendment were carried
about 600 of them would come up for
their certificates on the last day, which
would. lead to no end of confusion. If
electors would not take adlvantage of the
provisions of Clause 7, which enabled
then to obtain voters' certificates up till

the 28th of the month, they should not
be entitled to get them.

How. F. WHITCOMBE: It was quite
refreshing for the Colonial Secretary, to
come to the Council and say lie had
brought forward a perfect *Bill, for
during the last two years lie had not
done so. If the interpretation clause
applied as had been pointed out by the
Colonial Secretary, it would be better for
Mr. Stone to wihdraw his amendment
and strike out the preceding words " for
the electoral district in which such person
resides." Although a person might be
entitled to vote, say in the Kalgoorlie
district, he might temnporarily he outside
that district, and it would be impossible
for 1im to obtain an elector's certificate
under the clause.

HlON. F. MI. STONZ: The amendment
which 'he had moved got over that
difficulty.

How. F. WHITOOMBE: If the inter-
pretation clause as carried applied, it
would be surplusage to insert the amend-
ment. The difficultyv could be overcome
by inserting the word "1any" before
assistant registrar in the place of " an."

HoN. R. S. HAYNUcs: That would not
get over the difficulty.

How. F. WHITCOMBE:- It was not
right to allow electors' certificates to be
taken out right up to the last day ; but
that was not the question now before the
Committee.

Amendment (Mr. Stone's) put, anda
division being called for, it was taken
with the following result:

Ayes .. .. .. a
woes .. .. .. 1

Majority against ... ... 15
AYES. NOES.

ROD. R. &. HRass Hon. C. E, Demnpster
lion. A. Mt Stone Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. F. Whitcombe Hon. J. W. Hackett

(Foflai. Hon. S. J. Barnes
Hon. A. 0. Jenkins
lion: A. B. Kideon
lion. R. Lukia
HOn. W. Malay
Ron. A. P. Matheson
Hon. B. Xe rty
Hon. X! 0,.Mos
Hon. C. A. Fiesse
lion. a2. Randall
Ron, S.'E N ielamou
Hon. H. J. Saunders
Ron: F.soinuters
Hon. W. Spencer
Ron. It. U. rges

(Teller).
Amendment thus negatived.
How. R. S. HAYNES moved that in

line 10, the word "1six " be struck out and

[7 JrNE, 1900.3Federation Enabling Bill:



304 Federation Fnzabling Bill: (COUNCIL.]inomie.

"neo" inserted in lieu. Many working
men could not apply between 9 and 4,
and aftr 4 the office would be closed.
It was said they might apply up to
6 p.m. on Saturdays, but that would only
give working people one afternoon in each
week for registration, or four Saturday
afternoons in all till the polling day,.-

How. Rt. G. BURGES: Though a
little matter, the amendment would be of
great advantage, particularly to country
people, manty of whom could visit the
towns on Saturday evening only, par-
ticularly at this busy season Of the year.

How. A. P. MATHESON -. In connec-
tion with the Electoral Act, and in
dealing with the Revision Court, lie had
advocated a, similar extension of hours.
He congratulated those who opposed him
on that occasion, and who were now
becoming more modemn and civilised.
The argument in favour of keeping such
offices open till nine on Saturday night
was beyond controversy, as hundreds
would otherwise be prevented from
re t7gistering.

HRow. W. MALEY: Country people,
in his experience, preferred doing their
business in towns on Saturday afternoons,
and getting bacLk before nightfall.

HON. Rt. G. BuRGEs: That was only in
the hon. member's district.

RON. W. MALEBY: As applied to
towns the amendment might be desirable,
though even there working men, by a
slight effort, could record their votes in
the lunch hour.

HowN. F. WHFITCOMBRE: The Electoral
Registrar had a lunch hour.

HON. W. MALEY: Working men
desirous of registering could readily
obtain leave of absence from employersi.
In these days of trade unions11 Men could
look after themselves, and no one would
suffer by letting the clause stand.

Tian COLONIAL SECRETARY
complimented the Committee on the
apparent tendency to liberalise the Bill.

HOW. F. WnrTcont: To liberalise it' ,
Tan COLONIA.L SECRETARY;

No doubt the hon. member thought it too
liberal.

How. F. WHiTcomSE:- Worse than
that: it was radical.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Surely every reasonable concession had
been made. There were really six weeks in
which persons could take out certificates.

Regarding country districts especiallh
the amendment was unnecessary, fc
people would not go out at 9 o'clock o
winter nights.

Hox. Rt. G. BiunaEs: The hon. memix
knows nothing about it.

HoN. Rt. S. HAYN ES: Justices usedt
sit in Perth on Saturday nights to pi
people on the roll.

Tarn COLONIAL SECRETARY
The hours had already been extende
from 4 to 6, thus giving two hours extra
and any prsons seriously desirous c
getting on the roll could do so witboi
difficulty either in these hours or in tli
luncheon hour; moreover, no employE
would grudge his workmen leave c
absence for such a, purpose.

How. R. G. Buaoxs: But the trai
service would not permit the people
some of the outlying districts visitin
the Registrar's office.

THEs COLONIAL SECRETARY
The amendment would certainly enta
reference to another place.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: The lion. memubs
had receivedI his marching orders.

HON: F. 11. STONE: It certaini
appeared as if marching orders had bee
issued, for anly attempt to liberalise tb
Bill was at once sat upon by the leadE
of the House. In the country, worknie
did not cease work until 6 p),m. o
Saturdays. Nutmbers of men had bee
placed on the roll on Saturday nights b
justices, and that night was the moE
suitable timue for registration. Let u
pass the amendment.

How. Ht. S. HAY NES: Hear, hea,
Show our independence, at all events.

How. H. L1YKIN: Surely hon. nien
bers must deplore the opposition show
to the Bill to-night. Many were in dout
as to whether the Bill was going throug
the House at a]I, and it would really has
been better to pass the Bill on a siles
vote. Instead of that there had been
lot of paltry amendments moved,
which there was nothing that woul
liberaliee the measure at all, because th
Bill was liberal enough for everyone. On
could not help) feeling that a number c
hon. members-and he was sorry to sa
it-who had -spoken to-night had bee
doing neither more nor less than "1plnts
ing to the gallery." 'He was sorry t
make the accusation, but no thinkin
-man could come to any other conclusion
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HON. F. WHITCO~NE:' It Was Playing
it very low down, was it not?

Hon. H. LUKIN. Yes, it was. No
one was more anxious than himself that
there should be a, full and out-and-out
vote taken on the question, now that it
was going to the people ;and the Bill
would enable every man and woman to
record their tote. To listen to some hon.
members it would be Thought the country
should go to the expense of sending a
policeman, with a certificate and a hell,
after every person who ought to have a
vote. If people did not take sufficient
interest to vote on this reat question
they were not worth looking after

RoN. R. $. HAYNES said be would
bow to the superior wisdom of Mr.
hiukin, when the latter said "paltry"
amendments had been moved inl the
House; andrno person could accuse the
hon. member of moving amendments
"0paltry" or otherwise. Mr. tukin had
suggested that the Bill should have been
passed on a silent vote, and accused hon.
members of "playing to the gallery ;"
and it would never be laid to the feet of
Mr. Lukin that he had " Played to the
gallery."

Houv. H. Lxitb said he never would.
Hlow. R. S. HAYNES: Mr. tukin

objected to the amendmients because they
did not libetalise the measure. Did the
hon. member know the meaning of the
word "ihberase? " If he did, his state-
went was surprising. Did the hon. mem-
ber wish to lecture the House as to the
rights of hon. members to express an
opinion ? Did the hon. member wish,
because his time was shorit and he wanted
to go home and dig his potatoes, that
other members should not do their dutyP
Was the hon. member of such long legis-
lative experience that he should take onl
himself to lecture the Rouse? He (Mr.
Haynes) would not sit under such a
lecture, and whenever lie felt called on,
lie should move such amendments as the
justice of the case or the occasion required.
If the hon. member referred to him (Mr.
Haynes) as " playing to the gallery," the
insinuation was cast back with contempt.
It w-as to be hoped no member would be
heard accusing another member of " play-
ing to the gallery," and it ill became Mr.
Lnkin to make a. charge against an hon.
member, for since he had been in the
House everyone had paid the utmost

courtesy to him, a courtesy which, it
appeared to him (Mr. Blaynes), the hon.
member did not deserve.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .. .. .. 11
Noes .. .. .. 10

Majority for 1
Arns. NOEB.

Hon. 0. E. Demapster Ron. J. W. Hackett
Hon. 3. 1!. Drew lion. S. J. Haynes
Hon. R. S. Haynes Ron. A. B. Lidson
Ron. A.. G, Jenkins Hon. H. Lukin
Rion, A. F. Matheson Hon. W. Maley
Hon, 31. L. Moss Hon. E. MeLarty
Ron. I. E. Bichardacn lion, G. Itandell
Hion. C. Somnmers Hon. H. J. Saunders
Hon. P.M. Stone Hion, W. Spencer
Hon. F. Wbitcmbe Ronm 0- A. Bies
Hon. B. 0. Surges (Tler).

(Toltar).
Amendment thus passed.
How. F. M, STONE Moved, as a

further amendment, that all words after
" nine p.m." he. struck out, which would
have the effect of enabling any person to
obtain a, voter's certificate up to and on
the day of pollig. There seemed to have
been some misconception in the minds of
hon. members who voted atgainst the
amendment on which a, division had just
been taken. They appeared not to have
understood that his object in moving that
former amnendment was to enable him to
move the present amendment. The only
ob~jections raised to the former amend-
ments were by the Colonial Secretary and
Mr. Kidson, the former seeming to think
no amendment whatever should be made
in the Bill. Now flint an amendment
had been passed, that argument could not
apply to the amendment now proposed.
When the Committee had passed an
amlendment. that the hours should be
extended from 6 o'clock to 9 o'clock, so as
to liberalise the measure, there should he
no objection to further liberalising it by
enabling any person to obtain a. voter's;
certificate up to and on the day of election.
It had been said that persons were too
lazy to get themselves placed on the rolls;
but the Committee had heard. of persons
being disfranchised not through being
lazy, but through the fault of the City
Council, and it was not only muni-
cipal councils who were to blame,
but also the roads boards, by whom
hundreds of electors had been dis-
franchised owing to the way in which
the rolls were made up. It often occurred
that persons on going up to vote in
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ordinary elections for either House of
Parliament were informed that they were
not on the roll; and be had had that
experience himself on going to vote in
mtunicipal elections. To pass this amend-
ment would only cause two or three days'
delay in passing the Bill, and surely, the
liberalising of the measure was worth
that delay if hon. members were sincere
in theirwish that every adult who had been
twelve months in the colony should vote.
It might be objected that a person could
vote twice; but to prevent that, he pro-
posed to further move that the returning
officer, on the presentation of the voter's
certificate, should on a list enter the
name, address, and occupation of the
voter, and the number of the certificate,
in order that comparison might be made
with the roll. He urged the House with
all seriousness to pass the amendment,
which would do away with the heart-
burnings which otherwise were sure to
arise. As to the charge of laziness, bon.
members themselves were for the matter
of that often too lazy to enrol themselves
until the date had passed. As the Bill
now stood, every voter in town or country
had to make two journeys to the Regis-
trar's office, one to obtain his certifi-
cate, and another to record his vote.
In the event of his amendment being
passed, if a person went to the polling
booth, and was not on the roll and did not
happen to possess a, voter's certificate, he
would not be prevented from obtaining
such certificate. It was said that this
would lead to confusion, and it was pointed
out that at the last election in Perth
great confusion occurred. He was not
going to say whether that was the fault
of the Government, but it was the fault
of someone.

THxs COLONIAL SE~cRETARY:- The Gov-
ernment had nothing to do with it.

HON?. F. MW. STONE: Then it was the
fault of the Returning Officer, because be
sat with one clerk to take the votes of
hundreds of persons. There could have
been five or six officers there, and two or
three persons to take the voters' certifi-
cates, so that there need be no confusion.
As soon as a row was occasioned at the
Perth election, thie Returning Officer was
obliged to get further assistance, and
there was no confusion after. He (Mr.
Stone) went to the polling booth at James
street, where threes and fours voted. and

there was no difficulty. His amendmnenl
would contain the words "up to and
including the closing of the poll."

How. R. S. HAYNES: The Corn.
mittee would, he hoped, accept thi
amendment. He had tost his amend.
wnent as to certain ratepayers in Pertl
being placed on the roll; but he ha
endeavoure4 to point out that the exclu.
sion of these ratepayers would be a greal
hardship, and if passed, the preseni
amendment would have the effect ol
giving them the opportunity of beink
placed on the referendum roll. He especi.
ally asked the members for Perth to votA
for the motion, ad he hoped that, if the)
did not do so, their electors would
remember it.

THiE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Was the
hon. member using a threat P

Hot;. R. S. H1AYNES:- No threat waE
used by him, but he made a bald state.
ment. The constituents of the membeE
for Perth were under greater difficnltieE
than any others. There would be nc
crush at any other polling booth than the
Town Hall, and there need be no crust
there, if one or two polling booths were
provided. He appealed to members
generally, especially members for Perth
and the Colonial Secretary as represent-
ing the Government, to accept the amend.
nment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr
H~aynes had thought fit to appeal to in:
as a member of a metropolitan constit.
uency, and he used language which wai
qiteunjustifiable, threatening him witi
the dspleasure of the electors.

HoN. R. S. flAmYEs: No threat "waE
used by him at all. If the hon. gentlemat
took his words as a threat, hie would with,
draw them un-reservedly. He was refer.
ring more to Mr. H. J. Saunders, ad did
not in anly way use the words as a threat

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ir
the interests of the citizens of Pertk
he could not support this amendment
because he believed that, if the amend.
ment were passed, a scene of contusior
would take place which would result ii
far more dissatisfaction than would aris(
under the present very liberal arrange
ments.

HoN. R. S. H~vwxs:- Only in Perth.
THiE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ii

Perth, and in other large centres, aai
elsewhere, unless we huad a host of per.
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sons authorised to issue certificates. He
did not think the issuing of certificates
should be entrusted to every Torn, Dick, or
Harry, but selections would have to be
made from suitable persons to see that
the certificates were properly signed, and
that the votes did not lose their votes
when they wont to hand in their certifi-
cates, because experience had shown him
very clearly that there was a danger of
that taking place, As he had already
stated, there would be a period of six
weeks for people to qualify themselves on
this very important question, and we
might reasonably ask that those persons
who desired to exercise their rights should
take a reasonable view of things and
qualify themselves accordingly. As one
member observed just now, if the amend-
inent were passed, we should be punishing
the niany for the sake of the few, and the
possibility was that hundreds, or perhaps
thousands, might be shut out on the
day of election. This was going to be no
ordinary election. In the Metropolitan
Province there would perhaps be not only
a thousand, or probably a little over, a's
would be the case at an ordinary election,
but there would be an immense poll,
because every person in fa-vour of the
Commonwealth Bill would vote, as would
also those who were opposed to federa-
tion. He repeated that he hoped the
House would not consent to the amend-
ment, because it was not necessary, and,
if passed, would create confusion.

How. A. P. MATHESON: The memn-
bers of tl* House would, he hoped,
support the amendment, which, if passed,
was likely to be of very material assis-
tance to the people, particularly those
mentioned by Mr. Burges, people liv-
ing thirty miles and more from a
polling booth, who would, if they were
not on the ro~ll, have to drive in with their
families to get electoral rights, two or
three days prior to the election. They
would then presumably have to make a
trip home, and subsequently have to come
in to vote.

Hox. Mf. L. Moss: Applications for a
voter's certificate could be sent by such
people: they need not apply personally.

HoN. A. PF. MATHESON: That might
be in the Bill, but there was always the
possibility that persons who sent might
get no repl.Y. Again, 'most of the people
living in the country were not very well

uip in filling in forms, and probably, they
would fill in application forms in a wrong
way.

HoN. AtI. L. Moss: The only thing to
do was to sign the name to the appli-
cation.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: The people
had to obtain forms.

HoN. Mf. L. Moss: Forms were, he
supposed, procurable at every post office.

Hoiq. A. P. MATHESON: As had
been pointed out, the holder of an electoral
right was not able to give what was
called a. proxy vote, but must, whether
wale or female, go to the polling booth in
person; so it was particularly desirable
that the greatest scope should be given
to such persons to get electoral rights.
It was not at all reasonable that a person
should be obliged to make two trips,
when one trip on the day of election
would be ample.

HoN. 0. E. DuPSTuMa: There would
be so many rushing in on the day of
election that it would lead to a, lot of
confusion.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Was it
more advantageous that thie State should
spend a little more money and provide
acconmmodation to enrol people on the
polling day, than that people should bhe
disfranchised P This was supposed to be
a referendum to the people, and it should
be a referendum to the people in the
broadest sense. In this vital matter to
Western Australia the fullest scope should
be given to people to enable them to vote.

HoN. R G. BURGES: There bad
been great dissatisfaction in the Eastern
Province during the last two elections.
All those people whose names were
unfortunate enough to begin with the
initial letter H, appeared not to able to
get on the roll, as there were only two
persons in the Eastern Province on the
roll whose names began with that letter.
Some of those persons whose names
commenced with HE were likely to leave
it to the last day to get a. vote, and
when they came to the poll they would
be unable to vote if they could not
get a certificate on the day of election.
We ought to give people every chance,
all through the country, to get a vote.
At first he thought there would be
a great deal of confusion on the day of
election if certificates could be obtained
on that da-y, but the Government were
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able to overcome that by making plenty
of provision at the polling planes.' The
rush could only occur in the large towns,
and the Government could provide against
such a contingency. Although not alto-
gether in favour of the amendment, there
would be great dissatisfaction if all the
people were not able to vote. Many of
the people would think that they were
entitled to vote, and come to the poll to
find that they were not so entitled. If
the amendment were carried, these people
would be able to get a vote on the polling
day.

HON. F. WHITOOMEE, in supporting
the amendment, said it was far better
for certain expenditure to be incurred by
the Government in making provision for
people to record their votes than that a
number of people should be disfranchised.
It seemed that the Government did not
wish that people in. outlying places should
vote on this question, and the Government
were putting these people, by the position
taken up, to a great deal of trouble and
expense in trying to get a vote. It seemed
unreasonable that the Colonial Secretary
should object to the amendment.

Tins COLONIAL SECRETARLY:
Every possible opportunity would be given
by the Government for people to obtain
votes and to get votes, but the Govern-
ment could not do impossibilities.

Amendment (Mr. Stone's) put, and a
division taken with the following result: -

Ayes ... ... . 1. 6

Noes ... ... ... 12

Majority against .. 6

Hon.A.P0.Ma o
Hon. C. Somnmers
Hon. V.MX. Stone
Ron. F. Whitcombhe
Ron. It. 8. Haynes (Taller).

Norm.
ROD. C. E. Demapater
HRon J )X, Drew
Hon: Jr. W. Hackett
Hon. S. J. Haynes
HOD. A. G. Jenkins
Ron. A. B. Kis=~
Hon, W. Ma~ley
Hon. E. MeLarty
HOt. C. A. Please
Hion. G. Ratndall
Hon. H1. Jr. Sanudera
Hon. M. 1i. Moas (Taller).

Amendment thus negatived.
HoN. F. WHITOMBE moved that in

Sub-clause 2 the words "1and by the
voter," in lines 3 and 4, be struck out.
Only by this means could voters living
at great distances from the polling places
be put in a fair position and enabled to
obtain their certificates through the poet.
Provision was made in the next clause
for those already on the rolls to vote in

absence. At present it had not been
announced where polling places would be
situated.

Ths COLONIAL1 SEsCR.ETA&R: There
would be an assistant registrar at every
court-house and post office.

How. F. WHITOOMBE: Even so,
what objection could there be to certifi-
cates being sent by postP

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause as previously amended agreed
to.

Clause 6-Method of voting in absence:
HoNq. RL. S. HAYNES moved that in

line 3 the word " thirty " be struck out,
and " twenty " inserted in lieu. Though
there were good reasons for the amnend-
ment, yet, in consideration of the lateness
of the hour, ho would simply ask that it
be passed.

THE COLONIAL SEC RETARY: The
clause as it stood was in accordance with
the existing law. There was evidently
some misunderstanding on the point, for
every elector residing more thsan 30 miles
from the nearest polling place could vote
as absent.

flow. R. S. HAYNES: Surely the
samne privilege should be allowed to
persons 20 miles distant.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 9 to 14-agreed to.
Schedule 1-agreed to.
Schedule 2-Application for voters'

certificates:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that after the words " Electoral
Registrair," the words " or Assistant
Electoral Registrar " be inserted, it being
the intention that the assistant registrar
should also issue certificates.

Put and passed, and the schedule, as
amended, agreed to.

Schedule 8-Voters' certificates:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved that after the words "Electoral
Registrar" the words "or Assistant
Electoral Registrar" be inserted as a,
consequential amendment.

Put and passed, and the schedule, as
amended, agreed to.

Schedule 4-agreed to.
Schedule 5 -Commonwealth Constitu-

tional1 Bill:
Howq. F. WHITOOMBE asked what

steps would be necessary to add the
Imperial amendments to the schedule ?
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Tn COLONiAL SECRETARY: The
Bill would be reprinted as soon as
received. The Tmperial amendments were
an unknown quantity.

Schedule put and passed.
Preamble and title--agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

the report adopted.
T0HfltP READING,

Thas COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think it will mneet with the views of hon.
members, if I move that the third read-
ing-

StvEBn MEMBERs:- Not now.
SsvRaL MEMBE:sm Now.
THE PRItnInENT: The Bill cannot

go down to the other House to-night,
because the Legislative Assembly is not
sitting now.

TaB COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think time would be gained.

HON. M. L. Moss: The Standing
Orders have been suspended.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move that the Bill be read a third time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and returned

to the Legislative Assembly with
amendments.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: Speci-

men copy of account books furnished to
Roads Boards by the Public Works
Department,

Ordered to lie on the table.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-40 o'clock

until the next Tuesday.

Thursday, 71h June, 1.900.

Question; - ining Classes, to Estatliuh-Question;
New Indusris to Encourage -Question:z Agricul-
tural Districts, to Bore for Water-Question
Railway Servants end Public Bodies-Question:
Soliday, Relief of Mafeking-Question: Bond to
Lake Way, Repairs -Papers presented-Urgey:
Electoral soils and Canvassing for Esinem-Motion:i
Mundaring Weir, Reports on Concrete-Motion for
Papersj: Railways and Alleged Frauds-Motion for
Papers: Mail Steamers, A to Celing at Fremantle
-Urgency: Committee of riquiry, Robson case,
Leave to employ Couuael-Adjournneat

TH~E SPEAKER took the Chair at
7580 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.'

QUESTION-MINING CLASSES, TO
ESTABLISH.

MR. OATS asked the Premier, Whether
it is the intention of the Government to
place a sum of mioney on the Estimates
for the purpose of establishing mining
classes in the different important mining
centres.

TH:E MINISTER of MCINES replied
that the matter had not been brought
under the notice of the Government, nor
had it been considered.

QUESTION-NEW INDUSTRIES, TO
ENCOURAGE.

MRt. QUIN LAN asked the Premier,
Whether it is the intention of the
Government to introduce a, Bill during
the coming session of Parliament, having
for its object the encouragement of new
industries.

THE PREMIER replied that the
Government had such a Bill under
consideration.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURKL DIS-
TRICTS;'TO BORE FOR WATER.

Ma. QUNLAN asked the Comnus-
sioner of Crown Lands, Whether it is his
intention to take steps to introduce a
mneasure for boring for water in agricul-
tural districts, as promised some time ago.

THE COMMIISSIONER OP CROWN
LARDS replied :-Yes; steps are being
taken in the direction indicated, and
regulations are now under consideration
and will. shortly be made public.

QIUESTION- RAILWAY SERVANTS AND
PUBLIC BODIES.

Ma. SOLOMON asked the Conms-
sioner of Railways, Whether it is a fact

[7 TuxE, 1900.1Third reading.


